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CLERKS  REPORT 

 

This edition of the Duckpaddle is the first of 2017. The year starts off with a similar theme as last year, 

with our two largest issues currently raised in the Village being Dog Fouling by inconsiderate dog 

owners / walkers and an increase in graffiti, mainly tagging. Inside this edition you can find an update 

on Dog Fouling and how you can report it and make a difference. It was good to see that Blaby District 

Council recently caught a persistent dog fouler along Springwell Lane and due to constant and specific 

reports, the dog warden was able to target and catch the offender. This should not be needed, but we 

are keen to ensure that those who do not see it as an issue are educated as to the problems their 

laziness can cause.  

Council have acquired a covert camera which it will be using around its open spaces to capture acts of 

ASB such as dog fouling, littering and graffiti. The areas will have full signage with all the statutory 

information. Any evidence captured can then be passed over to the appropriate body for prosecutions 

which we will fully support and advertise any successes we have.  

We also mark the retirement in March of our longest serving member of Staff, Roger Gryzb who retires 

from full time employment as a Groundsman after 27 years with Whetstone Parish Council. He has 

been a familiar sight driving the triple lawnmower around the village and has also been one of our tree 

surgeons working around the public open spaces and parks in and around the village. He will be 

welcomed back in a new role in April as a part time member of Ground staff so his skills and 

personality are not being lost just yet. All Councillors and Staff wish him well for his deserved rest from 

full time employment and hope that Linda and himself enjoy spending many more hours keeping busy 

on their small holding.    

 

 

 

A big thank you to the 1st Whetstone Scouts who have 

delivered this edition of the Duckpaddle News. 



The Clerk had arranged for the head of the planning department to visit and speak to   
members. The Chairman welcomed Cat Hartley to the meeting. The Clerk “set the scene” 
as to the request for Cat to attend the meeting.  

Cat gave an overview of the major projects in the District including Lubbesthorpe, Castle 
Acres and Glenfield Park. She overviewed her team of 35 officers which covered Planning 
and Economic Development, Development Strategy and Enforcement.   

The Local Plan DPD was no longer allocating any housing development in Whetstone, as 
like many other areas, it had reached its scheduled housing targets. It was only a minimum 
which was known, but the planned housing numbers were based around current 
infrastructure.  Whetstone had 101 houses planned over the number allocated as a 
minimum in the Local Plan.  

Members spoke of the frustration of watching the High Street area deteriorate over a 
number of years and that very little seemed to be open to the Parish Council to try and 
improve this situation. Elliot Close POS was raised and the Clerk gave an update with this 
being tied into to the new DWH open spaces acquisition. This was scheduled to be 
completed mid 2017.      

Was priority still given to Brownfield sites? Where they existed, they would be preferable 
depending on the application submitted. Are there strategies in place to make sure that old 
buildings that become empty do not become eyesores? The enforcement teams have 
powers to ensure public safety and that an expected standard is maintained. The Chairman 
thanked Cat for her presentation and time given to answer Members questions.  

————————————————————————————————————————-- 

The Blaby underpass condition was mentioned. The Clerk gave his previous update that the 
underpass was LCC’s responsibility. The Parish had offered assistance and money towards 
the paint purchased. 

Offensive graffiti was reported on the Electroform site. This was private property and if 
reported to BDC/ LCC, they would contact the owners and ask for them to remove it. 

Cars were turning right out of Woodyard Lane and causing near misses with traffic using 
Enderby Road. The Clerk would report this to the Police.  

The Scouts Santa Village run had been very successful and had raised £1,960 which was 
almost double the previous year’s total. The Scouts were raising funds towards a new 
extension of their Scout Hut, which would be available for Community use, once completed. 
Planning approvals would be sought. 

 

JUST A MINUTE 

        

  YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see Council in operation. Below 

are several extracts of general items of interest. 

 

    

The next  meetings of Council will take place on the 27th April,  25th May  

and 22nd June 2017 

e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk 

or 

Tel: (0116) 2751987 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Whetstone Baptist Church Playgroup has been serving the local community for                                     

    40 years and to reflect the progression we have made we have changed our name to: 

 

Whetstone Baptist Church Pre-School 
 

An experienced staff team of eight, who are all qualified to Level 3 in Early Years 

Learning & Childcare, We provide a happy, caring, stimulating and safe environment 

where all children are welcomed, motivated to learn and develop confidence and skills. 

We know the importance of play for children’s learning and development.  We have been 

shortlisted for the Leicestershire Early Years Physical Activity Awards in recognition of 

our achievements in incorporating physical activity into our sessions. Another exciting 

fact is that when Whetstone Baptist Church move into their new premises, which are 

currently under construction on Dog & Gun Lane, the Pre-School will be moving as well.  

We will then have the facility to open for more hours in purpose built rooms – same 

great provision and care – just a different building!   

 

If you are interested to know any more information about Pre-School you are welcome to 

visit us at 2 King Street, Whetstone; contact us by telephone on 0116 2863145; email 

playgroup@wbconline.org.uk or visit our website at www.wbconline.org.uk. 

 

Same great provision and care, just a different name! 

Whetstone Allotment Association. 

Allotments Available. 

 

  

SMALL PLOT £15 PER ANNUM  

CONTACT SECRETARY;  

MR. MARK JACKSON 0116 2861928      

Email:mark@jacksonramc.fsnet.co.uk  

 

WOULD YOU MAKE A 
GOOD PARISH 

COUNCILLOR? 

The Parish Council works towards 
keeping the Parish an attractive place to 
live and can influence the future of the 
area. 

Do you have an interest in your 
community, and want to make a 
difference.?   No prior experience is 
needed as training and support are 
available. Come along and see the Parish 
Council in action and take a look at our 
website to see what we do. 

Please contact the Clerk/Deputy Clerk for 
more information. 
 
Tel : 0116 2751987 
Email : whetstonepc@whetstone.org.uk 

mailto:playgroup@wbconline.org.uk


 
S
P

O
T
L
I
G

H
T
 
 
O

N
 
 
V
I
L
L
A

G
E
 
 
I
S
S
U

E
S
 
—

 
 
d

o
g

 
f
o
u

l
i
n

g
 

A CLEANER NEIGHBOURHOOD  

We all want it and we can all help to achieve it! 

Nobody likes dog mess and the following explains how you — as a responsible dog 

owner — can do your bit by helping reduce dog mess on the streets and parks.  

FACTS AND FIGURES 

There are approximately between 6.5. and 7.4 million dogs in the Uk, producing around 

1000 tonnes of faeces every day.  This costs councils around £22 million per year to 

clear up dog poop.  A recent survey by Keep Britian Tidy found that 76% of the public 

think that dog owners that persistantly  let their dogs foul should be banned from 

owning a dog!!!   MPs and Councils beit District or Parish get more letters and phone 

calls about dog fouling than any other issue.   Despite the many poop scoop products 

on the market, the cheapest and quickest way to clear up after your pooch is always to 

carry poo bags with you and make sure YOU GRAB IT, BAG IT AND BIN IT.  If dog waste 

bins are not provided it is not an offense to dispose of the poop in a normal bin.  

If your dog needs to go while you are out “SCOOP THE POOP”. There are many sorts of 

different poop scoops available cheaply at pet shops and supermarkets. Blaby District 

Council operate a free poop scoop bag scheme.  If you don’t have a poop scoop with 

you then a newspaper or plastic bag could be used.   If you use a poop scoop, you will 

not need to touch the mess directly. Many designs of poop scoop involve a plastic bag 

which can be tied up before you dispose of it.  Remember to wash your hands as soon 

as possible afterwards.   Dog mess can contian a number of things which can make 

people ill—best known of which is an infection from toxocara canis, which is 

roundworm.  If the eggs of this worm are swallowed this can result in a range of 

symptoms from aches and pains to bronchial conditions.  In some instances eyesight 

can be damaged. 

POOP SCOOPING AND THE LAW 

Local Councils and some organisations currently enforce laws which mean you must 

clear up after your dogs mess in public. Allowing your dog to foul in a public place and 

not cleaning it up could result in prosecution and a fine of up to £1,000.  You may be 

given the opportunity to accept a penalty notioce and pay a smaller fine to discharge 

liabilty for the offense. 

Within Blaby District Dog Wardens regularly patrol public places AND WILL ISSUE on 

the spot fines and fixed penalty notices to offenders but also have the option to issue 

fixed penalty notices if they receive written witness statements from anyone who has 

witnessed an offense. 

Blaby District Council have adopted the Public Space Protection order (the part 

applying to dog fouling is reproduced on the following page). This is a serious issue and 

will be treated as such and fines applied. 

PLEASE BE RESPONSIBLE AND PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG 

FOR THE WELLBEING AND SAFETY OF ALL IN THE PARISH. 
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THE ANTI - SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014 

THE PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER—(Blaby District Council) 2016 

 

Blaby District Council (in this order called “the Authority”) hereby makes the following 

Public Space Protection Order under section 59 of the Anti Social Behaviour, Crime and 

Policing Act 2014 (“the Act”). 

This order comes into force on the 16th of May 2016 for a period of 3 years. 

Offences 

Dog fouling 

1.1. If within the administrative area of the Authority a dog defecates at any time on land 

to which the public or any section of the public has access, on payment or otherwise, as 

of right or by virtue of express or implied permission and a person who is in charge of the 

dog at the time fails to remove the faeces from the land forthwith, that person shall be 

guilty of an offense unless - 

(a) he/she has resaonable excuse for failing to do so ; or 

(b) The owner, occupier or other person or authority having control of the land  has 

consented (generally or specifically) to his/her failing to do so 

1.2. If a person who is in charge of a dog does not have or produce when requested by an 

authorised officer of the Authority, a receptacle for picking up dog faeces, that  person 

shall  be gulity of an offense unless - 

(a) he/she has resaonable excuse for failing to do so ; or 

(b) The owner, occupier or other person or authority having control of the land  has 

consented (generally or specifically) to his/her failing to do so. 

1.3. A receptacle is defined as any object capable of holding dog faeces for disposal. 

1.4. Placing the faeces in a receptacle on the land which is provided for the purpose, or 

for the disposal of waste, shall be suffuicient removal from the land.   IT IS AN OFFENSE 

TO FAIL TO DISPOSE OF THE WASTE IN A BIN OR TAKE IT HOME FOR DISPOSAL IN A 

REFUSE BIN. 

1.5. Being unaware of the defecation (whether by reason  of not being in the vicinity  or 

otherwise), or not having a device or other suitable means of removing the faeces SHALL 

NOT BE A REASONABLE EXCUSE FOR FAILING TO REMOVE THE FAECES. 
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Whetstone— Social Scene circa 1930’s 

 

An article taken from the Old Whetstonian. 

Life in the 1930’s was not easy, money was scarce and hard to come by as unemployment 

and short working working hours were really common. Despite the grim situation that many 

families found themeselves in they always tried to make the best of it by their own efforts.  

Caretaking jobs were eagerly snapped up by the village men who did bits of cobbling in 

outhouses, gardening and haymaking were also prevalent.  If you had flair 

with a pair of scissors haircutting was a popular sideline, whilst the 

musical folk of the village gave piano and singing lessons in their front 

rooms.  

Women went out cleaning for the “well off” - this wouldn’t have been the 

hoovering and dusting of today—this would have involved “the hands and 

knees” scrubbing variety, certain tasks would have been set by the “lady” 

of the house. All of these  jobs would have been taken on to bring a few extra shillings  into 

the household each week. 

The social side of village life flourished, Church and Chapels were well attended on Sundays 

and also catered for all mid week activities.  Around this time Rev C N Daybell (St Peters) 

installed a new pipe organ, the Baptists  built a new manse to house the Rev T J Hooper 

while the “congs”moved from “Bottom End” to complete new premises in High Street, this 

was all very modern with exceptional school hall facilities at the rear!.  Music in the village 

was well catered for  - our brass band conducted by Ted Moore was always in demand in the 

summer months whilst the rest of the year found them sucessfully competing in various 

competitions and festivals.     

As your duckpaddle editor I have researched the following extracts from some competitions 

of the time frame : 

Ardley & Fewcott Band Contest … Venue Mr. Whites Field … 10th May 1930 

Whetstone Brass Band -  Section 1 - Mignonne (Beethoven) -  First Place   
Whetstone Brass Band -  Section 2 -  (unknown piece) Second Place 
Whetstone Brass Band -  Section 3 -  (a march) - First Place 
Whetstone Brass Band -  Section 4 -  (hymn tune) - First Place. 
 
Still going strong in 1936 they played at the De Montfort Hall,  performing a piece called 

Autumn Echoes and once again came first . 

Whetstone also had  a thriving male voice choir who in the early 1930’s was under the 

direction of Billy Shenton, they too entered many competitions and festivals ultimately 

appearing on the BBC.  Any cups or trophies won by the band or the choir were always 

proudly displayed in the Post Office Window. 

Amongst the organisations at this time was  the Whetstone Branch of the British Legion, the 

first standard bearer being Jim Bodicoat. The Temperance movement was also in evidence, 

with a branch of the British Womens Total Abstinence Society meeting regularly. For the 

young people of the village there was the Band of Hope, who had both speakers and 

programmes to keep them occupied. 
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Our local cricket club was composed of all Whetstonians and was always a good source of 

interest, they attracted a really good following for all of their home matches, 1938 was a 

very good year 

and saw the 

team win the 

d i v i s i o n a l 

championship of 

the South 

Le icest ersh i re 

league, while the 

following season 

they were again 

the leading club 

side in the 

division, when 

the then League 

c o m m i t t e e 

decided to abandon the remaining games on the outbreak of the second world war,  

when there was a mere couple of games to be played to the end of the season. 

The village football team  of Whetstone Athletic FC was formed from the winding up of 

the “S.S” and “Albion” clubs and although they struggled for a time, eventually they 

emerged and were strong contenders in the “City” 1st division  by the late thirties. 

The baby welfare was always well attended, this was run for many years by Miss Attefield 

with the medical expetise being provided by a very friendly person who was Nurse Bailey.   

The village had its own district nurse—which was provided for by regular weekly 

contributions organsied by the Whetstone Nursing Association plus a grant from the 

Buxton Trust (a sum of money left and invested by a former village businessman and 

benefactor, for the upkeep of  a village nurse) The nurse was not on the telephone and 

there were no telephone kiosks in the village street. The only public phone was in the 

Post Office shop, so if the nurse was needed you called at her house (High Street), if she 

was not there , a slate and pencil were always on the back door step to write your 

message down the article states “it was a comical system but it worked”.  Whetstones 

‘approved society’ for the payment of sick benefit, also allocation of grants for dentures 

and spectacles was known as the “Baptist Sick Club” the driving force behing this being 

Andrew Wale who was the secretary and treasurer.  This club was known for being the 

best in the district.  By the aquisition of allotment areas and other investments good 

reserves were built up which stood the club in good stead.  When this was dissolved its 

members shared in the distribution of the assets and received more back in cash than the 

entire subscriptions paid in.  

Editors Note  

In the previous edition of the Duckpadlle a picture of the of the Barley Sheaf and 

written text alluded to the fact that this was the previous name of the Wheatsheaf. 

This was not correct, thankyou to the many Parishioners that pointed out this error. 



Disabled Access and Toilets 

Car Parking for up to 25 cars 

£12.50 per hour available 9am to 11pm 

Projector and free WIFI available 7 days a week 

Seating for up to 60 people 

Full Kitchen facilities including 

dishwasher 

        
THE EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM

  

 

Free 

Wifi 

     
    T

HE BUXTON ROOM    
 

 
  AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

     FULL FACILITIES WITHIN THE PARISH OFFICES 

     
    Q

UIET OFFICE SPACE  

NO HIDDEN 

CHARGES  

£12.50 PER HOUR 

CONTACT SHARON 

TEL 2751987 


