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Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Duckpaddle. On September 1

st
 our new website went 

live WWW.WHETSTONEPC.ORG.UK.  Please do have a look. We hope you like the fresh 
looking pages and colour schemes. The information from the old website is all there for your 
use. If you are struggling to find anything, please contact the office and we will try and help 
you.  
 

This edition has information on the Opening of Back Lane Meadows Community Orchard on 

Saturday 1
st
 October at 11.00 a.m. The Meadow has now established itself and although the 

area will be added to as it matures, it is now ready to be used by those wishing to enjoy a 

picnic in the countryside on their own doorstep. 

 

Also you will see information about our Very Whetstone Christmas being held on Friday 9
th
 

December at the Council offices. This is a brand new event being held, as the Carols Around 

the Christmas Tree has become a bi annual event due to the time constraints that Churches 

Together have at this busy time. It will prove popular and tickets will be limited so please do 

look at the  information contained in this edition and reserve your tickets.       

http://WWW.WHETSTONEPC.ORG.UK
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 A Small Bit of the Story of Whetstone Brickworks. 

Article  submitted  by  David  Garratt.– Former Clerk, Parish Councillor and Head Teacher at St Peters  School. 

 

Whetstone used to have a brickworks……Many villages did before national companies 

began to monopolise production in the 1920s. There's not much evidence of this 

brickworks now.  OS maps from the late 19th and early 20th centuries show it.  It lay 

between Cambridge Road and Springwell Lane, roughly where Shelduck Close, 

Harlequin Way etc are now.   From around 1920, maps begin to mark “Disused 

Brickworks”. Older residents may remember the former clay pit there.  After WWII it was 

used as a landfill site, the landfill compressed, covered with a layer of soil and now has 

houses on it. 

At the back of Shelduck Close is a long, tree covered mound.  This still contains the 

equipment that was used to control and monitort the release of methane generated by 

the landfill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other evidence is that of a few (very few) Whetstone 

bricks. Some are marked “Whetstone”, others “Tarry 

Whetstone”. 

 

  

Evidence from various trade directories from the 19th century show a number of brick, 

or brick and tile, makers.  Isaac Tarry, a builder from Albion Street, Leicester, also the 

landlord of the Dover Castle pub, seems to have been the last owner of the brickworks.  

 We don't know exactly who previous owners might have been. Finally, there's the 

evidence of the sale of a “Clayfield”, by auction at the Wheatsheaf in 1879.  Isaac Tarrry 

didn't buy it, Eliza Riley did.   I thank Lesley Lindaw, a descendant of the Rileys, for this 

information. 

Once the maps start showing “Disused Brickworks” they also show the terrace of 

houses on Cambridge Road (just south of the Camstone Service station).   These are 

still sometimes called “Brickyard Cottages” but they were built after the brickworks 

closed.  It seems probable that Isaac Tarry being a builder and having lots of bricks lying 

around, being the entrepeneur that he was, built the row of houses as a speculative 

development.    

Perhaps someone living there knows more about this. 
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From the 19th Century directories we find the following.  

(researched by David Popham, again, many thanks). 

 

1875   Thomas West: brick manufacturer. 

1877:  Charles Riley:  brickmaker, farmer, beer retailer. 

           Harry Strorer: brickyard manager 

           Isaac Tarry: Brick, tile and drainpipe maker (home, Leicester) 

1880   Mrs Eliza Riley: Brickmaker (could this be the widow of Charles?) 

           Harry Storer: Brickyard Manager. 

           Isaac Tarry: Brick, tile and drainpipe maker (home, Leicester) 

1878  lists Isaac Tarry as a builder, living at The Dover Castle, 39 Dover 

   Street, Leicester, though previous entries give him an Albion  

   Street address. 

 

Clearly more research is needed. There may be readers who have more information 

about the brickworks, or about other aspects of Whetstone's past,  for example Beer 

houses and Pubs, Farms and farmland, Windmills and watermills, Whetstone's railways, 

framework knitting, the shoe trade and other industries. 

 

Reminiscence is interesting, but hard information from before living memory, from 

documents, deeds, wills, newspapers etc  is even more valuable.  Whetstone has a long 

history, going back 1000, and more years, yet we know little about it. 

 

If you think you have any such information, please contact the Parish Council office. 

Whetstone Village 
 -  A nostalgic Tour of circa  1930’s taken from the Old Whetstonian Publication 

 The village rhyme at that time was as follows : 

“Whetstone O Whetstone, the place of my birth. The best little village God set on the 

earth, Theres up town and down town, Pig lane and the Nook, And a nice little walk by 

the silvery brook.” 

 

The village was made up mainly of close living dwellings with shared toilets (called 

pans) and wash houses, most of these were on gas lights—Very few had piped water or 

electric power, these areas were commonly known as yards.  The tour starts ‘Up Town’ 

or ‘Top End’ which at that time was the newer part of the village . 

 

Enderby Road from its junction with Victoria Road to the Railway Bridge was 

“Sunnyside” a long row of terraced houses each with its own toilet (pans) and hand 

water pumps. If you had turned into Victoria Road the same accomodation could be 

found  - execpt that opposite  stood the “BRAND NEW “ Council Houses that each had 

their own piped water supply, fixed baths and a flush toilet, the height of modernity!  

 



You would now arrive at High Street, here you would find “Pork Pie”  yard which was 

fronted by “Bug Row” (site of the car park)  Almost across the road was “New Row” a 

long line of terraced cottages all with communal backs, shared toilets and washouses 

believed to have one COLD water tap to serve all of them. (The six old peoples 

bungalows are sited here) On to Church Lane where the footpath running outside the 

churchyard  through to the council estate (at that time only used as the field footpath to 

Blaby) was known as “Smack Alley”    

Returning to High Street  you would have passed “Kinds Yard” and “Well Yard” and 

arrived at Fairview Avenue -  this was a narrow overgrown area known as “Cannams 

Lane” and gypsies were known to camp here.  Facing the United Reformed Church  was 

“Susans Entry” .  Following round you would have reached King Street or “Co Op Row” 

leading to Cemetery Road which was called “the Clippet” .  

 Where St Peters school now stands was an allotment area known as “Laurences” and 

continuing across the fields behind the Baptist Chapel you would reach “Back Side” a 

block of 6 isolated cottages which were landlocked with no made up road or footpath of 

any kind for access, these would have stood on the present day Broadbent Close.  

King Street was known as “Pig Lane”, this led into The Nook and across the road was 

The Dicken - this however was very different to what we see today, then you would have 

seen a small grass enclosure surrounded by a low brick wall.  Children would have 

climbed to walk on the wall and during springtime there were young lambs in the fields, 

every young child in the village knew this area for these very reasons.   

Following what was a concrete and stone footpath alongside the brook was “Down 

Town”  or  “Bottom End”, which is the very oldest part of the village, this has practically 

all dissapeared.  One of the first things you would have noticed was the huge quantity of 

ducks to be seen both on the water or perching around, these came from various farms 

in the area and also from local residents -  hence Whetstone People  were know locally 

as the Duckpaddlers, all supposedly having been born with webbed feet. Another story 

of this is the fact that the brook flooded and the ducks used to paddle the street -  two 

stories to the name — choose which one you prefer, email me at 

office@whetstonepc.org.uk and I’ll publish the winner in the next edition. This name is 

also the chosen name for this publication.  A good story and the name has stuck. 

The present traffic roundabout was placed on the Village Green whilst the old Wilford 

Shoes building was the site of what was the “Bottom  Chapel” (Congregationists) later to 

become the “Plaza Picturehouse”.  Another long row of cottages strectching round into 

“Blaby Lane” now Grove Road were colloqically known as “Half Moon” these would be 

replaced by the Grove Corner Garage.  Across the road was the “Pinfold” and over the 

bridge against Faulkners Shop was Brookside, these were tightly packed dwellings, 

most of which were subject to flooding due to the Whetstone Brook being unable to 

cope with the excessive water following any periods of rain.   Returning to “Blaby Lane” 

there were a couple of cottages but these were very lonely , there was also a small pond 

known as “Brittle Pit” 

Leaving “Bottom End” towards Cosby you would have arrived at the “Brickyard” this was 

a small community—six houses and three cottages which was a very well kept area. This 

is where the first article from David Garratt started on page 2 and your Editor has linked 

to this extract to give a whistestop tour of part of the village. 

The next edition of your Duckpaddle News will bring more information to you on the 

history of YOUR VILLAGE. 
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JUST A MINUTE 

        

  YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see Council in operation. Below 

are several extracts of general items of interest. 

               The next three meetings of Council take place on 27th October, 

 24th November and 22nd December 2016  e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk 

or 

Tel: (0116) 2751987 
                  

 The issue of speeding issues and noise was raised  in regard to the Blaby bypass. It 

was acknowledged that the reduction in the speed limit had made some impact, but no 

monitoring of the speed limit was being enforced. This would be raised at the next 

Blaby Highways Forum by the District Councillors. 

 The installation of fencing on Trinity Park was welcomed by members, the fencing for 

Oliver Park was also on order. 

 The inconsiderate and dangerous parking on Warwick Road and around the Dicken 

was discussed, the issue was the users of the sportsground.  The Deputy Clerk would 

contact the  Youth Club again. 

 The Clerk updated members on the DWH Springwell Lane land bridge into the Elliot 

Public Open Space. The planning condition for the construction of the bridge had been 

triggered and the stepped bridge previously seen by Members was going ahead. 

Timings of the work was not yet known. 

 The Clerk updated members regarding the graffitti on the Blaby Underpass, the cost of 

the paint would be shared between BDC, BPC and WPC, the work would be carried out 

by the Community Restorative Justice Team. 

 The Clerk updated members on the sad news of the death of Mr Dennis Burrows. He 

would be sadly missed by the village and had also helped the Parish Council as a 

valuble source of local history. 

 The Clerk gave an update from BDC Enviromental Health department regarding the 

removal of the Electroform wall. 

 The Dicken car park was reported as becoming loose and pitted. An inspection would 

take place with remedial action taken if required. 

 The issue of cars using Burnham Drive and its cul de sac’s to park in and then walk into 

the village to work was debated. The issue was felt to be to ask LCC to introduce 

yellow lines  to keep the bottom of Burnham Drive free for buses and traffic to pass 

freely and safely. This was also the solution for Warwick Road. 

 The purchase of covert cameras were discussed to help deal with the ASB issues 

being experienced. The Clerk would action this. 

 



Whetstone Parish Council 

Opening of Back Lane 

Meadows Community  

Orchard 

Come and join the Chairman of the Parish 

Council at the opening of Back Lane Meadows 

Community Orchard. Opening at 11.30am 

prompt, Rain or Shine (you may need to bring 

your wellies). Refreshments and drinks will be 

available.  

Saturday 1st October 

       11 am— 2pm  

 

RAIN OR SHINE 

 Bacon Cobs 

 Hot dogs 

 Burgers 

 Tea/Coffee 

Please contact the office for ticket availability 

Office@whetstonepc.org.uk  or 0116 2751987 

 



 

Whetstone Parish Council presents 

 

 

 

 

Whetstone Parish Council are pleased to announce that we are 

producing a “ Very Whetstone Christmas” . This will be held at the 

Council Offices in Cemetery Road on Friday 9th December at 

7.00pm.  Due to limited space this will be a ticket only production.   

The closing date to apply for a ticket is Friday 11th November. 

Please contact the office on 0116 2751987 or email 

sharon@whetstonepc.org.uk to request your ticket. 

 MUSICAL VILLAGE will be performing a selection of 

Chrismas Music and there will also be traditional Carols for 

you to join in with and get into that Christmas Spirit. 

 Traditional refreshment carts filled with roasted chesnuts, 

mulled wine/spiced cider, coffee and speciality donuts will be  

  available. 

Come and join in on a very 

Whetstone Christmas. 

 

“A  

very Whetstone 

Christmas.” 



  

IS IT A PUZZLE WHERE TO HOLD 

YOUR PARTY, CELEBRATION, 

MEETING, FITNESS CLASS ? 

LET US SOLVE THE PROBLEM  

£12.00 per hour available 9am to 11pm 

Projector and WIFI available 7 days a week 

Disabled Access and Toilets 

Car Parking for up to 25 cars 

Seating for up to 60 people 

Full Kitchen facilities including dishwasher 

                                PUZZLE SOLVED 

The Edward Wright Room at Whetstone Parish Council 

Contact Sharon at Whetstone Parish Council 

Cemetery Road, Whetstone, Leicester. Tel 0116 2751987. 

YOUR LOCAL FACILITY FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS . 

 

        
THE EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM

  


