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 Welcome to the summer edition of the Duckpaddle.  As well as the regular features, we also  

         have to include reminders about Speeding Cars and  Motorbikes as they continue to be an issue   

         for many residents throughout many areas of the village. 

There is a feature on the ever-growing Baptist Church on Dog & Gun Lane which is of interest to many 

Parishioners as it grows and fills the quiet corner of the old car park.  

The issues of “dumped” cars around the village is becoming an increasing problem. On our High Street Car 

Park, three vehicles were parked overnight which is illegal as per the conditions of use. We have had two cars 

removed by the owner, but one car is now subject to enforcement actions which will see the car removed and 

scrapped under powers that the local authorities have.  There are two vans 

which have again been dumped and again these are subject to enforcement 

action. Height restriction barriers will now be fitted to High Street Car Park to 

prevent future illegal use by those few irresponsible owners who spoil it for 

the majority.  

We know of several vehicles that have been illegally parked on roads in the 

village. These have all been reported to BDC for action. All residents can 

report a vehicle that they believe to be dumped on a street. The link below is 

the link to the Blaby District Council website who are the authority with 

powers to investigate and ultimately 

remove and scrap the vehicle. If the last 

owner on the log book has not complied 

with the legal aspects of the law in 

notifying they correctly disposed of the vehicle, then they become liable for all 

costs involved in removal, storage and crushing of the vehicle.   

http://www.blaby.gov.uk/resident/roads-parking-and-travel/report-a-

problem/report-an-abandoned-vehicle/ 

We are dealing with the car parking at the Grove Road end of Burnham Drive 
through our County Councillors. The cars parking there daily are a nuisance 
regarding traffic passing freely and we are fully aware of near misses and 
difficulties for home owners when entering and leaving their properties and 
also with receiving deliveries and collections. The buses are having great 
difficulties in manoeuvring the parked row on a daily basis and it is only a 
matter of time before a vehicle that is parked is damaged by a passing vehicle. 

Finally, we are in the process of acquiring the Public Open Spaces at Shelduck Close, the closed bund that 
borders this open space and also the David Wilson Homes Public open spaces known as Elliot Close Public 
Open Space and also the new open space off Wright Close in the David Wilson Homes Springwell Lane 
Development. We are talking with David Wilson about getting litter and dog waste bins installed by themselves 
before we acquire the spaces. The issue of dog waste is being raised by many residents.  

We ask all residents to be responsible dog owners and if no bins exist as you walk your dogs, take   

your poo bags home and dispose of them properly in your black waste bins that BDC collect.  

 



 The footpath from Otter Way along the top of the brook banks to the new Linden 
Homes development was very muddy. The Clerk had asked Linden Homes twice for 
an answer as to whether they would be linking their footpath across Parish Land to 
Otter Way. No reply had been forthcoming. Early conversations with Linden Homes 
had indicated an answer would be given “to the positive”. This had been costed by the 
Clerk at £5,500 for a tarmac path. No funds were available from Parish Funds and no 
s106 monies had been given from this development to possibly use. The footpath 
constructed on the development had stopped at its boundary. The Clerk would ask 
Ground staff to inspect the area and if it was felt to be a hazard, the old Environmental 
Agency access gate would be reinstalled and the access closed.  

 It had been good to see that the Dog Warden from BDC had “caught” the persistent 
offender on Springwell Lane. Issues needed reporting and if they were they could be 
dealt with. Questiuons were asked regarding dog bins being provided on the new 
housing estates as none had them fitted or installed. The Clerk had raised this with 
the planning officers as developers did not want to “blight” the saleability of their 
developments with the practicalities of litter and dog bins on their open spaces. The 
Clerk would ask if planning conditions could be added to ensure the provision needed 
for each estate was provided.  

 A tree had been vandalised and removed by staff on the amenity area in front of the 
Church. The Clerk said the Head Groundsman was monitoring the other trees and 
would remove and replant if the problem continued. 

 The graffiti had been removed from the Electroform site which was finally good news.  

 Events at the Lime Tree were overspilling the car parking around the Burnham Drive 
junction. This was an enforcement matter and would be reported to BDC.  

 Waste around the old Wilford Shoes site on Brook Street was raised as a growing eye 
sore and concern. Again this was an enforcement matter. BDC had been made aware 
of the problem and had visited the site. 

 Parking on pavements was raised. The Clerk urged offenders to be photographed and 
sent to the office, who would email them to the local PCSO for action.  

 Speeding traffic on Cambridge Road was now an issue with the arrival of the new 
Housing on Linden Homes and on Strata Homes.  

 Holmes Park had been the place for yet more inconsiderate parking. A discussion was 
held and it was agreed that the FA Chief Executive and also LCFC Chief Executive 
should be invited to a meeting to discuss the issues now being faced since the new 
stands were installed and LCFC were now playing under 23 matches at the venue.  

 The Wheatsheaf update was given and the demolition order was on the BDC website 
for comment. The application was for the demolition of the building only .  

 

JUST A MINUTE 

        

  YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see Council in operation. Below 

are several extracts of general items of interest. 

    

The next  meetings of Council will take place on the 27th July and 24th August 2017 

e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk 

or 

Tel: (0116) 2751987 
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SPEEDING CARS/MOTORBIKES. 

The spotlight issue for this edition is Speeding. We have highlighted this as it is 
becoming much more prevalent in the Village. This is a danger to us all, from 
Mums and Dads with prams and toddlers to our elderly residents and all others   
in-between. 

 You should ensure that you drive cautiously and at a moderate speed 
through the village, and you should drive at or below the speed at which you 
can see the distance ahead is clear. 

 If there are no signs and it is in a built-up area and there are street 
lights present (the street lights must be no more than 200 yards apart 
whether they are on the same or opposite sides of the road) the speed 

limit is 30mph.  

 If there are no street lights and it is not in a built-up area (i.e. a country road) 
then the speed limit is 60mph, or 50mph if the vehicle is a goods vehicle 
such as a non-car based van or a passenger vehicle with more than 8 
passenger seats. 

 If you get stopped by a police officer for speeding, depending on the speed 
at which you were travelling you may either be given an endorsable fixed 
penalty ticket at the scene or a summons for court will be sent to you. 

 Either way, it is more than likely that you will have to produce your 
documents (driving licence, insurance and MOT) at a police station of your 
choice within 7 days (unless you have all the necessary documentation with 
you). 

 The penalty you receive will depend on how much over the speed limit you 
were travelling at, it could range from a Speed Awareness Course to a court 
appearance. 

 Alternatively, you could receive a £100 fixed penalty ticket and 3 points or if 
the matter goes to court you could receive a maximum fine of a £1000 
(£2500 if on a motorway) and 3 to 6 penalty points. If you were exceeding 
the speed limit by a great deal, you could receive a ban. As a general rule, if 
you're caught travelling in excess of 45%-50% of the speed limit you could 
be given an instant driving ban. 

 Parliament sets the maximum penalties for road traffic offences. The 
seriousness of the offence is reflected in the maximum penalty. It is for the 
courts to decide what sentence to impose according to circumstances. 

 The penalty point system is intended to deter drivers and motorcyclists from 
following unsafe motoring practices. Certain non-motoring offences, e.g. 
failure to rectify vehicle defects, can also attract penalty points. 

 The accumulation of penalty points acts as a warning to drivers and 
motorcyclists that they risk disqualification if further offences are committed. 
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At the Parish Office we take lots of calls on this subject which we pass onto the local Police 

team so that they can be addressed.  If you are able to take photgraphic evidence this will 

also be passed to the Police team.  The pictures below highlight some of the recent issues 

we have raised with the local police. 

Most drivers are considerate and do not park on the pavement unless it is permitted or 

necessary. However, there is a selfish minority who do not use their common sense and 

dump their cars wherever it suits them without even a second thought for others.  Some 

recent research  by YouGov for Guide Dogs for the blind shows that  54% of U K drivers 

park on the pavement. More than half (55%) of these drivers say they think about their 

impact on people with sight loss, whose lives are being endangered because they are 

forced to step out into oncoming traffic, but they park on the pavement anyway.            

There is a petition which can be found on line at  bit.lyPavementParkingBill17 calling for the 

Government to make pavement parking illegal unless special exemptions are in place.  A 

call has been made that wants the Government to make all pavement parking unlawful for 

the safety of people with sight loss and other vunerable pedestrians like wheelchair users 

and parents with pushchairs. 

Our local MP Alberto Costa attended a Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (UK) in 

Parliament earlier this month where he stated he was “very proud to support the excellent 

initiative to end problem pavement parking, an incredibly important issue which affects 

many people in South Leicestershire”. 



 

 

 

 

         

AN ODE TO WHETSTONE 

    BY J C SHENTON  

   Dated 9th November 1919 

 

There runs a little streamlet, 

Tis beautiful to be seen, 

It’s full of grass and horsemint, 

T’would grace the park of many a queen. 

 

About the month of October, 

A heavy shower came on, 

It filled the brook with water, 

But the ducks went paddling on. 

 

About a day or two after, 

The waters rose thick and fast, 

It stopped the trade and traffic, 

But the ducks still travelled past. 

 

It winds in and out through “Bottom End” 

Up the “Dicken” around many a bend 

On to March Brook with bathing grand, 

Onward it goes toward Birstall Sands. 

        

        Poem sent in by a parishioner 

  Items of interest 

Welome  Pack produced by the Parish 

Council, available on our website or a 

paper copy can be puchased from the 

Office.  Hope you enjoy it ! 

        What is antisocial behaviour? 

The term antisocial behaviour covers a wide 
range of selfish and unacceptable activity that 
can blight the quality of community life. Terms 
such as nuisance', disorder' and harassment' 
are also used to describe some of this 

behaviour. 



WHETSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

New Church and Community Building, Dog & Gun Lane 

You may have noticed a large steel structure rising from the ground, opposite the JCB depot on Dog and Gun 

Lane and wondered whether a new supermarket or industrial unit was being built. 

Actually, it’s the future home of Whetstone Baptist Church and a facility we hope will benefit many in the 

community. 

Whetstone Baptist Church has long outgrown its 

current buildings on King Street and some years ago 

we began searching for a new site. Although we 

looked at a number of possibilities, it became clear 

that the site on the corner of Cambridge Road and 

Dog & Gun Lane was an ideal spot, and so it was 

purchased.  

The church family met together for a ‘Dreaming the 

Dream’ day and we felt clear that the new building 

should be designed with a view to serving the 

community.  

Physical and archaeological surveys were 

undertaken, and outline planning permission applied 

for. Meanwhile, the church set out to raise the 

estimated £4m holding a series of gift days and other 

fundraising events.                                                     

Then, in the summer of 2016, having raised £3m so 

far in gifts and pledges, we believed it was the right 

time to make a start. In November, a ground-breaking 

ceremony was held in torrential rain on site, during 

which the then Baptist Union President, Rev. Rupert 

Lazar,offered his prayers and encouragement. 

Since then, building work has continued apace. Now 

you see the skeleton but as time goes on, foundation 

walls, floors, glazing and roof will be installed. If all 

continues to plan, we hope to make the move from 

our current site to the new building in late December 

2018. 

Once complete, the large worship space will be able 

to seat 500 people. There will be multi-purposed 

meeting rooms, a coffee lounge and our pre-school 

will have its own purpose-built accommodation. There will also be a self-contained ‘pod’ for young people to 

meet and offices for the pastors and administrative staff. 

Please do come and say hello and ask any questions you 

have. We look forward to meeting you. 

Regular updates are also available  
 
from our website: wbconline.org.uk  
 
And 
 
Facebook page: WhetstoneBaptistChurchUK 
 
Rev Nick Swanson 
Pastor 
Whetstone Baptist Church 



A FEW ACTIVITY IDEA’S FOR THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AROUND LEICESTER. 

 1st Whetstone Scout Group lend a hand! 

 
Did you wonder how all the Duckpaddle News' find their way around the 
ever growing village of Whetstone? Well after a successful trial 1st 
Whetstone Scout Group have teamed up across all their sections Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers to ensure you keep up to date with village 
news! 
 
    Narborough Bog 
 

Did you know there is a very local SSSI? (Site of Special Scientific Interest) right on the 
doorstep? The Explorers and Scouts didn't know either until they began work on their 
environmental challenge. The leaders contacted Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust to 
see if there was project they could get involved with and they quickly snapped up our offer of 
help! On a lovely day during the June half term 
15 children and a few adults met at Narborough 
Bog for a guided walk and to assist in clearing 
an area of woodland. The job was to remove the 
Himalayan Balsam as it was taking over! This 
non-native species causes a big problem as it 
grows so successfully and nothing eats it, and 
the seeds spread far and wide with explosive 
force,  so now was the time to pull it up before it 
flowered. The Explorers and Scouts made light 
work of the task plucking each weed with a 'pop' 
and snapping the root base, who'd have thought 
weeding could be fun? It was very pleasing to 
step back at the end of the morning and see the 
difference we had made. So next time you fancy 
a walk pop over to Narborough Bog and see the Reed bed, read the information board and 
enjoy our weeding! 

  

        

 Date Event Venue Times Cost Contact  

 17-Jul Stories from South Asia New Walk Museum 2pm Free  225 4900  

 18-Jul All the fun of the fair Abbey Pumping Station 11am - 3pm Free  299 5111  

 18-Jul Mad Hatters Tea Party Newarke Houses Museum 11am - 3.30 £3.00  225 4980  

 23-Jul Crebbin’s Swing band Western Park 3pm  - 4pm Free  454 1003  

 24-Jul Stories from South Asia New Walk Museum 2pm  Free  225 4900  

 24-Jul Jungle Fun The Guildhall 11.30am -1pm & 2pm - 4pm £4.00  253 2569  

 25-Jul Victorian Faeries Abbey Pumping Station 11am - 3pm Charge for activities  299 5111  

 30-Jul Romans Activities Day Jewry Wall Museum 11.30 - 3.30 Free  225 4971  

 01-Aug Steam Stories Abbey Pumping Station 11am - 3pm Charge for activities 299 5111  

 05-Aug Caribbean Carnival Victoria Pk to town centre 11am - 8pm Free   

 06-Aug Fleckney Silver Band Aylestone Hall Gardens 3pm - 4pm free 4541003  

 08-Aug Steam Punk Crafts Abbey Pumping Station 11am - 3pm Charge for activities  299 5111  

 15-Aug Up Up and Away Abbey Pumping Station 11am - 3pm Charge for activities  299 5111  

        
 



Disabled Access and Toilets 

Car Parking for up to 25 cars 

£12.50 per hour available 9am to 11pm 

Projector and free WIFI available 7 days a week 

Seating for up to 60 people 

Full Kitchen facilities including 

dishwasher 

        
THE EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM

  

 

Free 

Wifi 

     
    T

HE BUXTON ROOM    
 

 
  AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

     FULL FACILITIES WITHIN THE PARISH OFFICES 

     
    Q

UIET OFFICE SPACE  

NO HIDDEN 

CHARGES  

£12.50 PER HOUR 

CONTACT SHARON 

TEL 2751987 


