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October 1
st
 2016 saw the official opening by Richard Simmons, Chairman of the 

Parish Council of the Back Lane Meadows Community Orchard. The opening 

was attended by approximately 80 parishioners, who enjoyed the new facility 

and also complimentary hot rolls and drinks. After 

acquiring the land in 2013,  a lot of hard work and preparation has gone in to 

making the site safe and accessible. From having demolished the old stables, 

cleared 120 tonnes of waste off site, maintained existing hedgerows and added 

to these, with new planting and wooden fencing, and planting nearly 1000 trees 

including 50 native British apple, plum and pear trees, we now are able to 

officially welcome parishioners to your own quiet corner of the village. It has 

picnic tables and litter bins installed, and will have seating and signage added 

over the coming 2 years. The site is located off Station Street along “Back Lane” 

which leads down to the three arches on Warwick Road Sports Ground.  Please 

do go and explore if you haven’t already done so. 

 

     On behalf of the Staff and Councillors,can we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year 

This year 1st Whetstone Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will be helping Santa with his pre-

Christmas tour of Whetstone.This year you can write a letter to give to Santa on the night for a 

suggested £1 donation he will reply! We are raising funds for a  much needed hut extension.  

Mon 12th     Winchester Ave. Vicarage Est. Foulds Lane. Loughland Cl. Vicarage Lane.          

  Woodyard Cl. East Ave. Victoria Rd. Spinney Halt. 

Tues 13th    Avon Drive. Annes Way. Bridge Way. Attfield Drive (and all roads off).          

  College Rd. Trinity Rd. 

Mon   19th   Hunter Rd. Burnham Drive (and all roads off). Laundon Way.  

Tue    20th   Dog and Gun Lane. Springwell Lane (and all roads off). Otter Way. Fox  

         Covert. Badger Drive. 

Wed 21st   Charles Way. Hopper Way. Franklin Way. Wright Cl. Cooper Cres. 

  Each night starts at 6pm and we aim to finish at 8pm 



  
 

 

  

 

                Whetstone Remembers 

 

A bright sunny morning saw Whetstone 

remember the fallen. It was once again a 

tremendous turnout from the village with 

many more in attendance with wreathes 

being laid in commemoration. Many 

organisations were present and a large 

parade took place through the village 

encompassing groups who were all proudly 

displaying their flags. Well done to all who 

took part.  

It seems fitting that, as we near the end of the centenary year of the 
first Battle of the Somme, the battle in which more British soldiers 
died than in any other, ever, that we remember those of our parish 
who sacrificed their lives during those dreadful weeks.Their names 
are on our war memorials, including the WW1 memorial in the 
churchyard and many are commemorated in our street names. 

Jesse George Laundon is one of these - giving his name to Laundon 
Way. Jesse was a bellringer at St Peter's church.  On the actual 
centenary of his death the current team of ringers rang a muffled 
peal in his honour.  Laundon Way residents were invited to this 
simple ceremony and a number were able to attend .  

 Article submitted by David Garratt. 

 

COMMBUS COMMUNITY TRANSPORT- 

WHETSTONE SERVICES 

Commbus has been successfully providing transport for 
the older generation and registered disabled in 14 
communities across the BDC area, for well over 20 
years. It operates a weekday dial-a-ride service to a 
variety of local shopping destinations, including 
Hinckley, Fosse Park, Blaby, Beaumont Leys; also 
regular monthly trips to Lutterworth and Wigston. It 
provides a genuine door to door service with your 
shopping bags carried to your door; no waiting at bus 
stops. Each bus has a fully trained volunteer driver and 
escort to assist you and its vehicles are fully equipped to 
take wheelchair passengers.  

Commbus regularly picks up Whetstone residents who 
enjoy friendly company on the bus, helpful volunteers 
and provides them with personal independence to go 
shopping or just a local outing for a coffee/lunch break. 
You can view much more about Commbus on their web 
site, www.commbus.org.uk or telephone: 0116 2866116 
between 10.00am-12.00 noon, Monday to Friday to 
register and be provided with an information pack and 
timetable details. Also as a registered user you may be 
interested in their occasional full day trips farther afield.  

http://www.commbus.org.uk
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Whetstone Village  
 

A Nostalgic Tour of circa 1930’s taken from the Old Whetstonian Publication  

 

Following last editions article of the tour of the village, your editor has pieced 

together some of the shopping and business facilities that were available to the 

“duckpaddlers” of the 1930’s. 

 

 

 

Pretty much a feature of all villages 

would have been the local horse 

and cart where you could buy all 

your fresh local fruit and veg, even 

in the winter! 

 

 

 

We start again on our virtual tour “up town”. 

 

Halfway along “Black Bridge” stood Whetstone Grange this was then owned by 

Mr and Mrs Proudman who ran it as a Guest House serving luncheons and teas 

with residential accommodation that was billed as being ‘all in very pleasant 

surroundings’. This was known in the village as ‘for out of town folk!’  “Sunnyside” 

housed the village gas works, this had a managers house and foreman’s 

bungalow all on site, this was always a neat, tidy and well-kept place and from the 

villagers point of view a good and efficient service as provided – no “turn out” fees 

were made for service then, just a word at the office and someone was round 

straightaway!   

 

Now we move to the terraced houses – here lived Benny Medhurst the local coal - 

merchant and carter, further along lived Walter Wale who was just starting up his 

joinery and funeral undertaking business, both of these early duckpaddlers 

operated from business premises located in “East Avenue”. The end terrace 

house was a small general shop run by Dan Medhurst – who also had a firewood 

round.   

 

At the junction with “Victoria Road” was D Halford and Sons which was a 

woodyard, this operated with both horse and steam drags to bring in timber 

from a wide area; this provided employment for a large local labour force.  Turning 

into “Victoria Road” you would have found Arthur “DOGGY” Rest our local 

cobbler and according to an old song – he cobbled all day and night. Next you 

would have found Tom Martin – wheelwright, cart and coach builder. You could 

see fine examples of his work standing in the driveway of his shop awaiting 

collection.  Close by was Arthur Warner’s timber yard where a pair of semi-

detached houses now stand, across the road (now Central Close) stood a large 

barn with outbuildings and a grassy paddock from which Arthur did his dealings 

in both dead and live farming stock and reputably anything else that came his way!  
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On now to the local fish and chip shop which was run by the Lucas family, and  the 

Boss also pushed a truck with wet fish and rabbits around the village.  A feature 

connected with the fish shop was a large wooden shed where employees of 

nearby factories could store their cycles for safe keeping for a few coppers per 

week.  The shop was eventually taken over by “WAG” Merry and his family.   

 

Still in Victoria road you would have seen “Coles” hosiery factory which had a 

brand name of “King Cole”  they operated two fabric mills in Whetstone and 

Leicester employing over one 

hundred people. They specialised in 

the manufacture of knitted hosiery 

garments and were widely known 

for producing their ‘unshrinkable’ 

underwear. This was  later replaced 

by the Whetstone Shoe co, and 

then Knights Fashion Shoes. Just 

inside “East Avenue” was Mrs 

West Griswold’s shop which was 

later to become known as the TOH 

room, where many small functions were held, this has since been converted into a 

garage for the adjoining house.  

We now arrive at “High Street” 

and the newly opened shop of Mrs 

M A Pawley having moved into new 

premises after trading from her 

front room a few doors way.   This 

was a very popular general shop 

and her specialities were small 

confectionery items for children 

along with whips and tops, 

snobs , bombs and the caps that 

went with them.  The children of 

the day made this a favourite 

shop !  Also outside was a 

“woodbine” slot machine ( the only one in the village). Almost opposite traded 

George Johnson the family butcher (he knew everyone and everything that 

happened).  Practically next door in out buildings belonging to the Whetstone Manor 

House was born the HOMA engineering concern, started by two local residents Mr 

Holt and Mr Mawby hence the name Ho (holt) and MA (Mawby). 

 

Across the road in a wooden building was a small drapery shop that was run by 

Charlie Bodicoat (known affectionately as the mustard man), which was then 

suceeded  by Phil Manships who ran a gents hairdressing and shaving saloon 

that was open in the evenings and weekends.  This was then replaced by a 

hardware and DIY shop.  Close by was the Post Office that was run for many 

years by Arthur Harrison - one of his special items was homemade ice cream.   

 



Arthur was very fond of the local children and must have given away pounds worth 

of toffees and sweets to children whilst he was out and about. Still in High Street 

but further down you would have found Joe Biggs who was the friendly local 

carrier– he provided regular services to Leicester and the surrounding villages.  

Next door to Joe was Jim Jesson with his 

blacksmiths shop.  A few yards further 

down was Joe Pretty dealing in second 

hand furniture (or an antique shop as it 

would be called today).  To the rear of this 

was Earle Smith’s shoe factory.  Joe 

Wakelings shoe shop stood in what is now 

the Wheatsheaf Car Park ( previously the  

Barley Sheaf) and facing this was Mrs A A 

Kinds  drapery store. 

 

Facing “Fairview Avenue” stood Charlie 

Gambles’ out-door beer license—very old property with a thatched roof, it was 

small and pokey inside but every square inch of space was used. This was then 

demolished to make way for Taylors new shop. On the “King Street” corner was 

Rob Wells drapery outfit.  

Practically in the centre of 

the village was the Co Op 

shop which was run by a 

l o c a l  m a n a g e m e n t 

committee which employed 

six full time staff members 

under the managerment of 

Alf Bodicoat, this was the 

main provision store  plus 

most other items including 

hardware, seeds, garden 

equipment and general 

household requirements. It also had its own bakehouse supplying fresh bread, 

cakes, pork pies, and sausages  to the surrounding area daily.   Orders were 

collected and delivered on the day of your choice, free of charge. The old fashioned 

tin check was operated which ran very efficiently with the minimum of paper work 

involved from which the members dividend was calculated on all goods purchased. 

 

Finally onto “Bottom End” where Len Wells ran his general shop, he also had a 

motor van loaded on the inside ( and on top) with all types of hardware from wire-

netting to washing powder, parafin and brushes of all sizes, even a tin bath was 

carried.  Len used to drive this van around the surrounding villages and remote 

farm areas.  

 

And so concludes this virtual tour of the shopping and businesses in Whetstone.  

More village history in the next edition…………………… 

 

If any parisioners have any old pictures that they would like to share please contact  

the Deputy Clerk in the office. 
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The Deputy Clerks  

Christmas Page 

The  Deputy Clerk has hidden all these words in the above grid, can you find them all ? 

Elf   Igloo   Snow            Let it Snow 

Sleigh               Carol   Cold            Jingle Bells 

Icy   Pudding  Cake            Little Drummer Boy 

Music              Mincepie  Robin            The Christmas Song 

Prancer  Twinkle  Lute            The First Noel 

Vixen   Holly   Ring            Silver Bells 

Comet  Santa   Star                       Joy To The World 

Cupid              Candy   Magical           Little Donkey 

Donner  Fair   Winter Wonderland         Starry Nights 

Blitzen  Tree   Away In a Manger                       

Dasher  Tinsel              Frosty the Snowman 

Dancer  Bauble  O Holy Night 

Rudolph  Treat   Jingle Bell Rock 

Bell   Toy   Little St Nick 

Sack   Icicle   Silent Night 

Gifts   Angels  Santa Baby 

G S N I B O R F G N I D D U P B E  S J E 

S I A F Y O B R E M M U R D E L T T I L 

L O F N H P L O D U R O P L C I H A N O 

E D G T T S T S G S L A L I R T G R G O 

G N O S S A M T S I R H C E H T I F L L 

N A C A R O L Y W C V I G D C L N W E G 

A L Q Y E T C T B A O N I A T E T O B I 

P R A N C E R H D A A L N S I S N N E L 

O E E E N H T E F M B D D H N T E S L A 

E D L Z A O H S A A Y A G E S N L T L C 

I N K T D L G N W T I I T R E I I I R I 

P O N I O L I O F W E R I N L C S T O G 

E W I L S Y N W P L O F Y C A K E E C A 

C R W B A S Y M S T E M O C T S O L K M 

N E T W C D L A W H G N I R B A U B L E 

I T A U K O O N T S L L E B E L G N I J 

M N P O W N H N S L L E B R E V L I S W 

E I Y E K N O D E L T T I L N W I U C P 

D W A S E E S T H G I N Y R R A T S T Y 

N E X I V R J O Y T O T H E W O R L D E 



  

 

Badgerbrook Primary School 

 

 

JUST A MINUTE 

        

  YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see Council in operation. Below 

are several extracts of general items of interest. 

               The next three meetings of Council take place on 22nd December 2016  

26th January and 23rd February 2017, 

e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk 

or 

Tel: (0116) 2751987 
                  

    St Peter's Church of England (Aided) Primary School 

 

 
It’s been a busy start to a new academic year at Badgerbrook Primary School, but one that we are all 
enjoying. Pupils have settled well into their new classes and are embracing new challenges 
ahead.  We extend a warm welcome to all our new families and pupils and look forward to you 
becoming part of the Badgerbrook community. 

Here at St Peter’s we cannot believe how fast the autumn term is going. Our Parent Association have 
been busy organising family film nights,  school disco and are now putting their energy to the 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday December 10th  1.00 pm – 4.00 pm.  Santa will be in his grotto, there 
will be gift stalls, Tombola’s, various games plus time to put your feet up and enjoy tea and cake.  
Please join us.  We have also been busy celebrating the Harvest Festival and have had a very moving 
Remembrance Service. We are now turning our thoughts to the Infant Christmas Nativity.  We all look 
forward to this which really brings the true meaning of Christmas to all of us.   

 The Clerk had been speaking with the Church regarding the WW1 War memorial that needed 
some restoration. The Clerk was looking at the cost of the works required. He had also obtained 
quotes for the footpaths in the Church yard and would be asking for a special project for next 
year to resurface these.    

 The new Defibrillator and cabinet was on show in the meeting room. The Clerk would now 
secure safe sites in the north and south of the village.  

 The Clerk read out an email regarding parking issues arising from events held at the Lime Tree. 
LCC issues discussed at the previous meeting regarding yellow lines and enforcement were 
discussed. Again this was not the remit of the Parish Council, but the LCC Cllrs. would be made 
aware of the concerns being raised.  

 The transfer of two pieces of land from BDC was now completed and both sites had been 
transferred to the Parish Council and full registry with the Land Registry had been achieved at nil 
cost to the Parish Council.  

 The Back Lane Community Orchard launch event was Saturday 1st October and the Clerk 
warmly invited all Members to attend. The Christmas function was progressing nicely.  

 



Disabled Access and Toilets 

Car Parking for up to 25 cars 

£12.00 per hour available 9am to 11pm 

Projector and WIFI available 7 days a week 

Seating for up to 60 people 

Full Kitchen facilities including 

dishwasher 

        
THE EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM

  


