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                                 CLERK’S VILLAGE UPDATE 

 

It is that time of year again. Light nights, and schools getting ready to enjoy a well-earned 

summer break. Sadly, it is also the time of year when the village sees an increase in mindless 

damage to the open spaces and parks, that we keep on your behalf.  

Two unfortunate incidents occurred on Warwick Road park with a car damaging the railings 

as it lost control and demolished a kissing gate and fencing section along the Dicken. Repairs 

will cost £2,300 for the new fencing alone. 

The zip wire, a popular item amongst the users of the park was put out of action as someone 

cut and stole the wire itself as well as the seat and carriage that sits on the wire. Again, a 

repair cost of £1,200 to reorder and replace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third picture shows the mindless damage that has been caused on Oliver park with the 

destruction of a maturing oak tree, by the bark being removed around its trunk. The tree will 

not survive now and will need removing.  

Another maturing tree on the amenity area that sits at the bottom of Church Lane was 
snapped off and destroyed along with four apple trees in the Community Orchard. All of the 
trees, except the amenity area one, which has now been destroyed twice, will be replaced.  



The Community Orchard on Back Lane meadows is a popular place all year round. A few 
weeks ago saw a large group of teenagers spending time on the meadow, who decided to 
destroy four apple trees which were planted five years ago as part of the “50 plus” native 
species trees given to the Parish by a grant scheme.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The incident on back lane was reported by a Spinney Halt resident but the teenagers had 
moved off by the time any one was available to attend. The zip wire and fencing are both 
insurance claim items, but more claims mean higher premiums. 
 
The main issues still being reported on a regular basis to the office is Dog Fouling on the 
pavements and Public Open Spaces(POS) on the new housing developments. The 
developers have not installed dog or waste bins on their open spaces. Residents who pay a 
maintenance charge may wish to discuss this with their provider. The Council does take on 
POS and when they are under our ownership, provision of seating, signage and bins for both 
waste and dog waste can be looked at. We use Blaby District Council to provide the dog bin 
emptying service at a per empty rate but  we empty all POS litter bins ourselves.   
 
If you see regular dog fouling taking place, please report it to Blaby District Council through 
their website, or follow the links off the Parish Council website. If you report the matter, it can 
then be dealt with. If you know the person responsible, they will take this information off you 
and deal with the offender without sharing your involvement. The few that spoil it for the rest 
of responsible dog owners need catching and punishing. 
 
Finally the other matter regularly reported is badly parked cars. Again, if you see this, do 
report it to either the police through the website, or send it to the office here and we will report 
it on for you. Blocking of footways is breaking the law and the Police will act if they have the 
evidence.           
 
If you do see anything amiss in the village, please do report it so that action can be taken.  
We work closely with the Police, Blaby District Council and with County Council on keeping 
the village as it should be, safe sound and vibrant, a safe place to live and a place to feel safe 
in.  Hope you have a great and a safe summer.        
 



 

Chairman’s Report Parish Meeting 23
rd

 May 2018 

 

Once again Whetstone Parish Council has seen a very busy year making the village and 

surrounding area a pleasant and environmentally friendly place to live. 

We have seen some changes to our councillors this year with four new members Mr. Mike 

Bradford, Mrs Natalie Howden, Mr. Sam Duffin and recently Mr. Ash Raithatha being co-opted 

and joining the Council. It is significant that for the first time in 10 years we have seen all our 

15 councillor places filled and it is good to see that local parishioners are prepared to step up 

and join the Parish Council. Mr. D. Smith was elected to the position of Vice Chairman. It was 

with regret that we saw the resignation of Mr. Jon Riley from the Council but thank him for the 

great contribution he made during his tenure. 

The defibrillators have been installed and commissioned and our thanks go the Park Vets and 

Bulls Head for allowing the units to be sited on their premises. A video link on their use has 

been created on the Parish website for the convenience of parishioners. 

It has been a busy year considering planning applications around the village. It has been 

good to see applications approved on sites which the Council and I think the whole village felt 

were eyesores. No 90 High Street has approval for 10 two-bedroom dwellings, the 

Wheatsheaf has been demolished with an application for 5 houses being proposed and No 30 

High Street is being refurbished with 3 new dwellings being built to the rear. The Council 

objected to a development of 43 houses on land off Enderby Road and this application was 

subsequently rejected by Blaby District Planning Committee and subsequently a Planning 

Inspector at appeal.   

Five major outline planning applications were reviewed concerning changes at the GEC 

factory site. The applications covered the erection of new smaller industrial units and the 

building of 78 houses and 85 flats on land in and around the site. Comments were forwarded 

regarding the impact on Cambridge Road and that the road infrastructure for the area would 

not be able to cope. Monies could be forthcoming from the developer to improve the road 

infrastructure, pedestrian crossings, speed limit changes and double yellow lining.  

The Council have been very aware because of the expansion of the village through new 

developments and with Whetstone becoming a popular village, that this has now led to an 

increase in congestion within the village. There have been many parking issues particularly 

around the Grove Road Island with overspill parking from the Lime Tree and the new 

Waterbridge onto Burnham Drive and Strata Homes estate. We are also having to contend 

with anti-social parking around Holmes Park and other areas of the village.  

The Council invited our Leicestershire County Councillors Mr. Terry Richardson and Mr. 

David Jennings to a meeting so that the Council could air its views with these situations and 

ask if any help could be given by Leicestershire County Council. They were very sympathetic 

to our situation but because of financial constraints were unable to help however they 

suggested ways to fund, through precept and offsetting against s106 monies that could be 

used for traffic calming schemes in and around the village. The also said they would share 

our concerns with officers at Leicestershire County Council. We have as a parish completed a 

major report which has been submitted to LCC regarding all highways and traffic matters in 

the village. 



  Our Clerk and Deputy Clerk together with our Ground staff have been very busy with the day 

to day running of the Parish Council and are to be commended for what they do. Our Clerk 

has been the driving force behind many of the decisions taken by Council. We have seen a 

great improvement in our council offices with decorating, carpeting and boiler replacement.  

The paths around the Church have been retarmacked and our parks and open spaces kept 

clean and tidy with regular grass cutting and tree trimming. Our Deputy Clerk has been 

involved with a new Welcome Pack for new parishioners in the village and arranging a very 

successful Carols on the Car Park which saw 120 people attending and a good time had by 

all. The Duckpaddle continues to grow with more issues and pages being added this year. 

The local Scout Group have taken over the distribution we are confident that all households 

within the village are getting a copy with cost savings to the Council.  

We have seen a reduction to our income from Blaby District Council, but the finances of the 

Council have been kept under strict control by the Finance working party and Council with 

excellent accounting practices from our Clerk and Deputy Clerk. Therefore, we were able to 

keep our increases to our precept to a minimum and resulting in keeping our costs down to 

our Parishioners.  

The Clerk has recently been in consultation with the 106 officers at Blaby District Council 

regarding the use of the Strata Homes S106 monies. As a result, we can enhance our 

playground equipment within the open spaces and make new additions including bins and 

seating, new signage for the parks, new exercise equipment and new astra turf. The coming 

year will see some exciting changes within our parks and open spaces.  Next year the Parish 

Council will also be taking over the Wright Close and Elliot Close Public open spaces as well 

as the Shellduck Public open space. 

This year commemorates the end of the first world war and the Council have commissioned a 

special bench which will be sited within the village. 

Whetstone Parish Council is held up to be a good and well-run Parish Council by Blaby 

District Council and is an example of how it should be done. We have seen visits this year 

from other Parish Councils within the area to get advice and help and see how Whetstone 

Parish Council functions. This is a credit to our Clerks, ground staff and Councillors and as 

Chairman, I would like to thank you all on behalf of Parishioners and myself for your support 

and your commitment to your village. 

Richard Simmons 

(Chairman Whetstone Parish Council) 

 

     Whetstone Good Neighbour Scheme 

Volunteers needed 

We are constantly looking for volunteers to help with the ever increasing demand for our 

services. In particular we need Call Co ordinators to be on the rota for receiving calls and 

arranging volunteers, ideal for someone who needs to be at home most of the time. We also 

need volunteer drivers, especially if you can help Monday to Friday, plus other volunteers who 

can offer a skill or service, or can help run the scheme. If you would like to help contact us to 

arrange a more detailed dsicussion.  No fixed hours, all fits in around your availablity, and 

should you not be able to help with a specific job it will be offered to another volunter. 

Contact 07939 685537  web www.whetstonegns.org.uk  email info@whetstonegns.org.uk 



A big thank you to the 1st Whetstone Scouts who have 

delivered this edition of the Duckpaddle News. 

1st Whetstone Scouts  

 
Wow! What a weekend for 1st Whetstone! Our first group camp in a couple of years at such a fab 
destination, Trent Lock Water Activity site. Kayaking, canoeing, katacanoeing, archery and rafting kept 

40 kids very busy and entertained. The beaver 
colony came to visit for the day on Saturday and 
were taken on an hour long guided river tour of 
the Trent. Even the leaders got to play too! With 
one leader taking an unexpected splash out of 
the kayak and into the Trent.  
 

  
  



Whetstone Parish Council have a well maintained 

cemetery available to the parishioners of Whetstone. You 

may make an appointment with the office to purchase a 

burial plot or cremation space so that when the time comes 

your wishes are taken care of, and gives your loved ones 

piece of mind. We take the utmost pride in keeping this a 

peaceful haven, with plenty of benches for quiet reflection.   

                   THE BUXTON ROOM              

 AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 7 DAYS A WEEK  

NO HIDDEN 

CHARGES  

     FULL FACILITIES WITHIN THE PARISH OFFICES 

£12.50 PER HOUR 

CONTACT SHARON 

TEL 2751987 

WIFI 
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UIET OFFICE SPACE  



 

  

                                   

 

 

                        

 

 

       

              

 

 

  

     

                                    

  

 

 

 

        

       

                     

 





JUST A MINUTE 

 YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see the Council in operation. 

Below are several extracts of general items of interest. 

    

The next meetings of Council will take place on 26th July, 23rd August and 27th 

September 2018 

e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk or Tel: (0116) 2751987 
                  

 The Clerk had been contacted by our Solicitors regarding Bloor Homes 
asking for an onsite meeting to allow completion of the POS and Bund. The 
Solicitor was also informed as to our concerns regarding the SUD 
maintenance as part of the handover and commuted sum on the Springwell 
Lane DWH site. 

  
 The replacement truck had been sourced in Oxford. This was an April 

purchase. The specification price was similar to the figure held on the 
replacement schedule for the last ten years. It included towing electrics and 
on the road tax. 

 
 The Ground staff were busy completing tree works on the public open 

spaces and parks. The High Street Car Park Land Registry Documents were 
with the Clerk and the Chairman would sign them on behalf of the Council.  

 
 Holmes Park and the parking issues were discussed and the Clerk referred to 

the email from the Chief Executive and showed photos and videos of traffic 
problems around Holmes Park on LCFC match nights. The issues here were 
unacceptable. The Clerk would add these to the LCC issues list regarding 

highway matters in the village.  

 Holmes Park issues were still an issue. The Clerk had invited Inspector 

Emma Maxwell to the next meeting to discuss the issues. 

 The litter on the bypass was bad. The contract to cut the grass had now 

passed to the County Council and this would be duly reported. 

 The new POS on the DWH estate was covered in dog mess, this would be 
reported to Blaby District Council.  When we take on ownership the additions 

of dog bins in strategic places would be looked at. 

 General Data Protection Regulations were in full swing, the office had sent 

out the necessary forms for completion and return to all of its users. 

 Ground staff were still completing tree works around the village. 

 Blaby District Council had held a Strategic Growth Plan in the Edward Wright 
room at the Council offices but due to bad weather only three people had 

attended. 



 

This year our leaders and senior section returned to the Peak District to 
tackle Kinderscout. We started in Edale Village, taking in Kinder Downfall 
via Jacobs Ladder and finishing back at Edale. Our team were raring to 
go and in good spirits. We expected the route to be very muddy and 
boggy and wore the clothes and boots to reflect this with a change of 
clothes waiting in the mini bus. We wanted to challenge ourselves so this 
was an increased difficulty hike compared with our 2017 Mam Tour hike. 

Once we reached Jacobs Ladder our boots were muddy and clothing 
layers had come off. Jacobs Ladder was a challenge due to the steepness and length. We 
carried on through Kinder Low, where we stopped for a light lunch, then to Kinder Downfall, 
which is a stunning waterfall.  Our next target was to reach Pym Chair. We then moved onto 
the section from Cairn that would take us across to Pym Chair.  While trying to cross a boggy 
stream which required a leap of faith one of our members didn’t land very well and slipped 
resulting in a “crack”. We were only just over half way and in the most difficult area to access. 
A mountain rescue team was sent out and a Coastguard Rescue helicopter! Once landed and 
assessed the patient and a leader 
were ready to be taken to Sheffield 
Children’s Hospital. With the 
helicopter disappearing into the 
distance the rest of our team still 
had to make their way back to the 
minibus. The mountain rescue 
team eventually reached them and 
guided them a slightly quicker way 
down, as time was running out. 
Unfortunately, Jacobs Ladder had 
to be tackled again in reverse, 
which was as hard as going up!   
Over 2 hours later we were back at 
the minibus, a very welcome sight 
to weary hikers. This hike will not 
be forgotten in a hurry!  

We would like to thank the 
Coastguard Rescue team, the 
Mounta in  Rescue  team, 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service 
and Sheffield Children’s Hospital 

for looking after us all. 

 

Photos and videos are available to watch on our official Facebook supporter’s page. We 

also have photos of our Friday night youth group activities including our night helping to 

train Newfoundland Rescue Dogs and our Wednesday night band practice. Take a look 

and see what exciting things we’ve been up to. 

 
Whetstone Parish Centre 

High Street, Whetstone, Leicester. LE8 6BA 

New Members Welcome - Whetstone CLCGB Youth Group meets every Friday  

Ages 5-12    6:00pm – 7:30pm Cost £1.50 (Term Time) 

Ages 13 – 21  7:30pm – 9:00pm Cost £1.50 

(Additional costs for outings) 

Visit our new website www.clcgb.co.uk     Find us on Facebook - Search for: Whetstone 

CLCGB official supporters page or Contact us info@clcgb.co.uk 

http://www.clcgb.co.uk
mailto:info@clcgb.co.uk


 

 



 

Fly tipping has increased across the County and City to around 12,000 incidents a year. That is 
nearly 33 fly tips every day. Some areas did see a slight reduction last year, and the City has 
more incidents than the County combined. 

Last year (17/18) there were 588 fly tips in Blaby District Council 

 

Who is responsible? 

District councils are responsible for collecting fly-tipped waste on public land and roads within 
their boundary, investigation, enforcement and reporting. At BDC the clear up is undertaken by 
the District Cleansing Team and the investigation & enforcement is undertaken by the 
Environmental Health Team. 

The County Council is responsible for the disposal of material collected by the district and 
borough councils.  

The Environment Agency takes responsibility for particularly large or dangerous fly-tipping 
incidents. 

The law places a duty on householders to give their waste to an ‘authorised person’. This is 
normally either the local authority collection service or the use of a registered waste carrier. This 
Duty means that householders are required to take all reasonable steps to ensure that any 
transfer of waste produced at their property is to an authorised person. 

Householders can be prosecuted or issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) if they fly-tip waste 
themselves. If they use an unauthorised person to take their waste away and this is then fly-
tipped, the only current option is for the enforcement authority (normally the local authority) to 
take the offender to court. Successful prosecutions result in householders being left with a 
criminal record. 

In 2017/2018 BDC issued 2 fixed penalty notices for fly tipping which have been paid.  

 

Blaby District Council will be part of a campaign to : - 

To raise public awareness of the issue and offences. 

To encourage more people to report fly-tipping to enable more 
investigation. 

To increase the number of enforcement actions (fixed penalty 
notices, waste checks, prosecutions etc) in the aim of driving fly 
tipping instances down. 

Campaign signs & posters at all recycling sites. 

Campaign signs on litter bins throughout the District. 

Campaign signs at “Hotspot” locations throughout the District. 

 

Further Information 

Environmental Health: 0116 2727555 

Email: Environmental.Health@Blaby.gov.uk  

Web: https://www.blaby.gov.uk/bulkyitem 

https://www.blaby.gov.uk/flytipping 

FLY TIPPING 
 

https://www.blaby.gov.uk/bulkyitem
https://www.blaby.gov.uk/flytipping

