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                                CLERK’S VILLAGE UPDATE 

With the 100 year anniversary of the end of the First World War, it was a pleasure that the village 

welcomed their MP Mr. Alberto Costa and the also the Chairman of Blaby District Council, Mrs. 

Sharon Coe to the village to join in the Remembrance Parade and service at the War Memorial. 

Photographs and an article are featured later in this edition.  

The Parish Council discussed suitable options to mark this important 100 year anniversary. After 

looking at the various options it agreed on the  installation of a wrought iron remembrance bench next 

to the Village War Memorial as a lasting and fitting tribute. It gives villagers a place to sit and reflect on 

those loved ones that are no longer here in presence but very much in spirit. 

The Parish Council has received criticism about “lacking insight” in not installing the lamppost poppies 

as other parishes had. Council looked at this option since they were first offered to us three or four 

years ago. Based on the principle that all local authorities must show and ensure value for money with 

its use of public monies, it was unanimous in its decision to purchase the bench for the lasting use of 

the village. 

 

The photograph shows the Chairman of Blaby District Council Cllr Mrs. Sharon Coe and Mr. Richard 

Simmons, Chairman of the Parish Council who officially opened the seat for the village. 

The recent s106 monies available to the Parish Council from the Strata Homes development to be 

spent on provision and enhancements on our current public open spaces, have seen three major 

projects begin. All were deemed vital in projects that were considered.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

These are the footpaths through Oliver Park ……. 

 

 

The footpaths on Trinity Road Park (currently scheduled) and a new completed footpath off Otter Way 

to the corner entrance to the Linden Homes development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These were all part of the infrastructure that needed enhancing, before we add new updates and 

revisions to the play areas.  We are also adding new seating on all the parks as well as replacing 

dated signage. 

We have recently seen an increase in complaints about irresponsible dog owners letting their pets foul 

on the pavements and not picking it up. This corresponds to the darker nights due to the changing of 

the clocks. We have links on the website to Blaby District Council who are the responsible enforcing 

authority as to how you can report fouling. If you report it action will occur in cleaning it up and also if 

you know the culprits, you can report them anonymously, and they will be prosecuted. 

After some 15 years, Council finally completed the adoption of the Shellduck public open space and 

also the closed bund that runs along the Ashville Industrial Estate. We will be contacting all properties 

that border the bund to explain how we will maintain it over the coming years. We hope that the 

adoption of the Wright Close and Elliot Close Public open spaces currently under David Wilson Homes 

management do not take as long.  

With Christmas nearing, we hope you can join the Parish Council for its second Carols on the Car park 

event taking place on Friday December 14th. This year we have the Enderby Brass Band providing the 

entertainment as well as hotdogs, burgers and hot drinks being provided. Details are inside your 

Duckpaddle.    

It only remains for me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year from 

your Chairman, Councillors and Staff. 

 

 



 

Badgerbrook Primary School 

    St Peter's Church of England (Aided) Primary School. 
 

 

 

The new academic year at Badgerbrook Primary School saw the grand opening of our ‘Quiet Garden’ 

this area in the playground was something the pupils had been requesting for a while and through the 

School Council, a donation from JCB and a generous grant from Tesco’s Community Fund we were 

able to provide this wonderful facility. Thank you to everyone who supported us by putting green 

tokens into the boxes. 

Our Year 1 pupils recently enjoyed a sensory trip to Brandon Marsh Nature Reserve near Coventry. 

The trip was centred around their current science project relating to the senses. Pupils enjoyed an 

excellent day in the autumn sunshine. Following the story of Goldilocks they made beds in the ground 

to put teddy bears in, fed them homemade porridge made from leaves and sticks and hunted for 

minibeasts, they also used their senses to explore the wonderful garden area, all in the great 

outdoors. 

Years 5 and 6 were lucky enough to get a visit from Santander. They gave pupils lots of excellent 

advice on pocket money spending and savings. A useful tool for their futures.  

Our Foundation pupils have been busy learning about ‘How to keep Healthy and Safe.’ We have had 

visits from parents in specialist roles such as firefighting and have spent time thinking about ways to 

keep ourselves safe. 

Badgerbrook felt it important to mark the recent 100 Year Remembrance event. Pupils each brought a 

poppy they had made in class to a special assembly where pupils congregated to assemble a large 

symbolic poppy. 

At the time of this article going to press our staff and pupils are beginning to rehearse productions, 

organise Christmas Parties and make an array of Christmas trimmings. Thanks to our Friends of 

Badgerbrook PTA group we also a Christmas Fayre for pupils to enjoy. We are also looking forward to 

a visiting Pantomime. 

If your child will be four years old before 1st September 2019 the closing date for applications is 
January 15th 2019. Applications for a place will need to be made to the local authority at 
www.leics.gov.uk. 
Badgerbrook Primary School staff and pupils would like to wish all Duckpaddle readers a Merry 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

It is hard to believe that I have almost completed my first year as the new Headteacher at St Peters. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed all that this has involved, especially getting to know our families and building 
relations with the local community. Since our OFSTED last year all of the teaching team have worked 
incredibly hard to address our areas for improvement, and we are proud of the very good progress 
that has been made. Recent advisors in school have recognised this progress noting that:  

"Leaders are successfully transforming the culture of the school" and "The behaviour of pupils during 
the visits to lessons was positive, pupils behave respectfully towards each other and their teachers 
and spoke very positively about school life."  

I recently visited all of our local pre-school providers, to invite parents of children due to start school in 
Autumn 2019, to our open mornings. If you were unable to attend these then we warmly welcome 
you, please contact the school to arrange a visit to our friendly, supportive and rapidly improving 
school. 

Finally, I would like to wish all of our families and the local Whetstone community a very happy 
Christmas and best wishes for 2019.  

Alison Banks  Headteacher 

 

http://www.leics.gov.uk


 

  
  
 
 
 

 
Remembrance Day 2018 was started by torrential rain which could 
have lessened the numbers at the annual parade and service of 
remembrance. But the people of Whetstone (Duckpaddlers)  turned 
out in what seemed to be more numbers than last year if that was possible. It was a little breezy but 
the sun came out and we were all able to honour those brave villagers who marched away to war and 
never came back, and whose names are on our War Memorial.  Lots of different community groups 
marched in the parade together with members of the Parish Council, Chairman of Blaby District 
Council and Alberto Costa MP.  I think this is the first time we have had a serving MP honouring our 
Whetstone heroes, a fitting tribute on this special year.  Whetstone, well done as always you were 
BRILLIANT ! 

 

Whetstone Remembers - Armistice 100 - 11th November 1918 - 2018 

Whetstone CLCGB 

Remembrance Parade 

The parade set off from Dog and Gun Lane and marched with a large procession through Whetstone to the War 
Memorial, High Street, playing Slaidburn, Royal Salute and Red Rock March with a selection of drum and bell 
lyre tunes. The Remembrance Service took place and the sun shone while the names of the fallen were read 
and 2 minutes silence followed. The National Anthem was proudly sung. Once the crowds had dispersed, we 
packed up our instruments then made our way to Great Glen to Parade for their Remembrance service, luckily 
the sun was still shining.  

Youth Group 

With Christmas fast approaching our youth group still have a lot of fun activities planned such as Riddle 
Orienteering, Swimming for seniors, Festive Cooking, a Christmas Meal and a company Christmas Party plus 
lots more.We have already been busy with games nights, a pub quiz, Pool and Darts, Arts and Crafts, JTC 
section swimming, table tennis, Ice Skating and “The Cube”. Work has also begun on our external store 
following our grant approval from Blaby District Council for its refurbishment. If you're interested in joining our 
youth group we meet every Friday  

Ages 5-12    6:00pm – 7:30pm Cost £1.50 (Term Time only) 
Ages 13 – 21  7:30pm – 9:00pm Cost £1.50(Additional costs for outings) 
Whetstone Parish Centre, High Street, Whetstone, Leicester. LE8 6BA 
Any questions feel free to contact us:  Info@clcgb.co.uk 
Whetstone CLCGB Band   Wednesday evenings. Cost £1.50 
6:30pm – 7:30pm Junior band     7:30pm – 9:30pm Senior band 
Upcoming Band Events 
Saturday 8

th
 December. St Peters Primary School Christmas Fayre 

13:00 – 16:00 (For the band) 
Sunday 9

th
 December. Carols at the Farm. Whetstone Pastures Farm 

14:30 – 16:00 



 

Whetstone Parish Council proudly presents 

           
        “Carols On The Car Park” 

Friday 14th December 6.30pm for 7.00pm start 

After last year’s initial sucessful event we are hoping to get 

your Christmas off to a good start with festive carol singing to 

the Enderby Band and complimentary hot dogs/burgers and 

warm drinks. 

Dress up warmly and remember that Torch ! 



1 Which famous story ,written by Dr Seuss, was adapted into a popular Christmas movie ?   

2 Who invented the electric Christmas tree lights in 1882 ?      

3 Can you name two of the three song titles of the 1990's U K Christmas No 1's by the Spice Girls ?  

4 What is the opening line of 'Let it Snow' ?       

5 Balsam, Douglas, Fraser and Noble are all types of what ?      

6 Sir Henry Cole is credited with introducing the world to which popular Christmas tradition in 1843 ?  

7 Unscramble the anagram - Miss Chatterer ?       

8 Stollen is the traditional fruit cake of which country ?      

9 How do you say Merry Christmas in Spanish ?       

10 In 1948 , what song was released by Spike Jones and the City Slickers ?     

11 What is Frosty the Snowman's nose made of ?       

12 How many types of birds are mentioned in the twelve days of Christmas ?    

13 What popular Christmas song featured in the movie " Holiday Inn" ?     

14 Which Christmas movie features a boy and a train heading to the North Pole ?    

15 Which country did the gingerbread house come from ?      

16 Unscramble the anagram - Starfish Rematch ?       

17 In which author’s novel is it always winter but never Christmas ?     

18 How does Santa go back up the chimney to continue his journey delivering presents ?   

19 Two reindeers are named after weather phenomenon, what are their names ?    

20 What would you be drinking if you had Gluhwein ?       

21 What is the most famous Christmas Ballet ?       

22 Who helps Santa Claus make his gifts ?        

23 What is the name of the fictional town  in “How the Grinch stole Christmas” ?    

24 Which 1946 Christmas film was directed by Frank Capra and is based on a story called the Greatest Gift ? 

25 Which two countries are the first to celebrate New Year ?      

26 Which ocean is  Christmas Island in ?        

27 Which type of tree was the partridge sitting in, according to the well known Christmas song ?   

28 How many points does a snowflake traditionally have ?      

29 Who was the author of A Christmas Carol ?       

30 A swede is a cross between which two vegetables ?      

31 What two phrases will you almost always find on Christmas gift tags ?     

32 Which type of sweet bread loaf, which originated in Milan, is traditionally eaten at Christmas ?  

33 Which was the first country to issue a Christmas Postage stamp ?     

34 Which spirit is traditionally added to butter and served with Christmas pudding ?    

35 Which of Santas reindeer is named after another animal ?      

36 What colour was the Christmas that Elvis Presley sang about ?      

37 Which country is the largest exporter of Christmas trees ?      

38 Which city is the Christmas movie Elf based in ?       

39 Stars, needle, plate,dendrite,column,lacy and capped column are the six main types of what ?   

40 In which direction should you stir mincemeat for good luck : clockwise or anti clockwise ?   

            

                  It’s Back , It’s the Deputy Clerk’s Christmas Quiz ! 



                              

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Whetstone Scout Group – Walking with Santa 2018 
 
Once again this year Santa will be visiting Whetstone in the days leading up to Christmas. He 
will be collecting your letters (donations of £1. Include a return address and Santa will 
respond). As always, Santa will be assisted by his helpers, members of 1st Whetstone Scout 
Group. They will be collecting donations towards a hut extension and vital equipment. Our 
route in December 2018 is ; 
 
10th Mon - Springwell Lane. Est. Dog and Gun Ln. Est. and all roads off. 
11th Tue- Wychwood Rd. Charles Way. Coales Ave. Hopper Way. Wright Close. Franklin Way. 
17th Mon - Henson Cl.  Bridge Way. Anna’s Way. Avon Dr. Attfield Dr. College Rd. 
18th Tue - Burnham Dr. Est. Laundon Way 
19th Wed - Foulds Ln. Vicarage Ln. Woodyard Ln. East Ave. High St. Spinney Halt. 
 
You can follow Santa's progress via the “Santa Whetstone” Facebook page. 
All routes begin at 1800 hrs and we hope to complete our tour by 2000hrs. 
 
Happy Christmas from all at 1st Whetstone Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Greek Stint 

  Holes Consent 
  My Redecorate 

  Replan Swelling 

    Vet Deliverer 

  Raid Ductworks 

     Dirty Ration 

  Macro Abridged 

   Glow Richest 

 Deny Seclusions 
   Orient Attests 

   Penalty Shin 

   Loan Evacuees 

   Chewiest Toll 

     Test Higher 

     A Dear Owl 

  Logo Cleared 

    Caviar Toroid 

       Diva Nova 
       Weary Tot 

  Try We Chaste 

   Mole Cancans  

    Dive Filtrated 

    Vet for Cox 

  Gold Nun Agenda 
   Wain Yardman 

  Schedule Storm 

    Chew Salary 

1.The Grinch.2. Edward Johnson 3.2 become1, Too much, Goodbye. 4. Oh the weather outside is frightful.5. Fir trees. 6.Sending 

Christmas cards.7. Christmas Tree. 8.Germany 9. Feliz Navidad. 10.AllI want for Christmas is my two front teeth. 11.Carrot. 12. 

Six. (Partridge, Turtle doves, French Hens, Calling birds, Geese and Swans) 13. White Christmas 14. Polar Express 15. Austria. 

16.Father Christmas. 17.C S Lewis. 18. Places a finger on the side of his nose, gives a smile and a nod. 19. Donner -German for 

Thunder and Blitzen – Lightning. 20.Mulled wine. 21. The Nutcracker. 22. Mrs Claus and the Elves. 23.Whoville.24. It’s a 

Wonderful Life. 25.Samoa and Kiribati. 26.Indian ocean. 27.Pear.28. Six.29. Charles Dickens. 30 Cabbage and Turnip. 31. To 

and From. 32. Panettone. 33. Canada. 34. Brandy. 35.Vixen. 36. Blue. 37. Canada. 38. New York 39. Snowflakes.40. Clockwise. 

        Anagrams of Whetstone Street Names—can you find yours ? 



 

                             Leicestershire Police 

Whetstone Crime Statistics. 

Burglaries (incl garages,sheds and business) 

 Sept        Oct 

    1      3 

Vehicle Crime (theft of/from or damge to vehicle) 

 Sept    Oct 

    5      1 



JUST A MINUTE 

 YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish 

Council Offices, Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish 

Notice Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, whether you 

have a specific interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see the Council in operation. 

Below are several extracts of general items of interest. 

    

The next meetings of Council will take place on 20th December 2018 and 24th January 

and 28th February 2019 

e-mail: office@whetstonepc.org.uk or Tel: (0116) 2751987 
                  

  

 A parishioner attended the meeting to give Council an update on the issues on 
the Blaby Bypass since his last visit in 2016.  He tabled 5 questions. The 
Chairman thanked him and gave an overview of the Highways working party and 
the work done on various issues to date. The Clerk would make sure the 

questions were given to the relevant department at County Hall for an answer. 

 The Clerk reported that the railings were on order for the Warwick Road sports 

ground following the accident, he remarked that the delay was frustrating. 

 The Notice Board on Burnham Drive had been vandalised and had been 
removed for safety reasons. S106 bids were in at  Blaby District Council for new 

Oak replacement boards, along with infrastructure bids. 

 The steps on the three arches were having work done to make them safer. The 
Clerk was asked for a completion date, he would find out from Blaby District 

Council. 

 Members were shown pictures on the work done on the clearance of the Oliver 
Park ditch. This had been very overgrown but was now cleared. Members 

thanked the Groundstaff for a fantastic job. 

 The Clerk reported that the path from Otter way to the Linden Homes 

Development was nearly completed. 

 The underpass was discusssed following the recent fire.  Council felt that the 
underpass had seen its day and alternative solutions could be sought. It would 

have to be safe and take notice of a public consultation. 

 The grass cutting and the walk to school route on the A426 was raised. The 
Deputy Clerk would contact the County Councillors to see if pressure could be 

applied to County Council who were responsible. 

 The Clerk reported that the Deputy Clerk had been collating data of the High 
Street car park parking issues and this had been relayed to Blaby District 

Council for appropriate enforcement action to be taken. 

 The Clerk tabled the Police Report  and also a document relating to the 
proposed National Rail Freight Terminal planned for junction 2 on the M69 for 

members information. 

 



  

                        

 

                   Whetstone Good Neighbours – 2 years on 

On 31
st
 October Whetstone Good Neighbour Scheme celebrated 2 years of providing service 

to residents of our village. So far it has helped more than 60 residents and by Christmas will 

have completed over 1000 jobs. We would like to thank all our services users and volunteers 

for their support and look forward to welcoming more into the scheme over the coming year. 

We hope you have a happy Christmas and that the New Year is a good one for you. 

Contact us on 07939 685537   www.whetstonegns.org.uk 
 

 

          Whetstone Memorial Hall 

The hall is a registered charity and is run on a voluntary basis by a management committee. The 

committee meets five or six times annually to discuss any matters arising including work that needs to 

be carried out on the building and to review its finances. 

We are currently looking for new people to join our committee either as general committee members 

or there are opportunities to take on further responsibilities, eg helping with bookings, checking the 

hall for minor maintenance and other similar jobs. 

If you are interested in joining the committee   please have a look at our website and contact us on 
enquiries@whetstonememorialhall.org.uk for further information.  We would be pleased to meet up 
and talk with anyone interested in joining us. 
 

            

             
 

A big thank you to the 1st Whetstone Scouts who have delivered 

this edition of the Duckpaddle News. 

     OVER THE HILL WALKING GROUP.  

DO YOU LIKE WALKING ? WOULD YOU 
LIKE A VARIED PROGRAMME OF 

WEEKLY SUNDAY WALKS ( FOR ALL 
ABILITIES ) THEN WE EXTEND A WARM 

WELCOME TO YOU ALL   

www.overthehillwalking.org.uk 

othwalking@hotmail.co.uk  

07934 592249  07713 505493 

        Would you like to advertise your business in the Duckpaddle News ? 

This village newsletter is hand delivered to every household in the village. 

We will only advertise a Whetstone based entity. 

There will be a small charge made  and prices will be on request. Pleae contact Sharon in the office on 0116 2751987 for 

further details.  There are usually a minimum of 4 –6  issues per year, so you could advertise in one or all issues. 

     Call for Whetstone Information 

Peter Allen, a retired nuclear engineer living in Whetstone, has been compiling a 
photographic survey of the village primarily to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the 1918 armistice. To date there are 700 photographs with more to follow. On 
completion one copy of the survey will be presented to the Parish Council in both 
digital and hard copy formats. Peter would welcome any additional information or 
village anecdotes to include with the survey - please contact him on 0116 286 7922.  

http://www.whetstonegns.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@whetstonememorialhall.org.uk
http://www.overthehillwalking.org.uk
mailto:othwalking@hotmail.co.uk


   Newly refurbished 

   EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM 

Seating for 60 people. 

Full Kitchen facilities including dishwasher. 

Newly refurbished toilets. 

Ideal for all types of Meetings, Conferences, 

Training courses,  Fitness classes,  Parties. etc 

Extended carparking for up to 30 cars. 

£12.50 PER HOUR AVAILABLE 9AM—11PM  7 DAYS A WEEK. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Services at our Churches 

 

Whetstone Baptist Church, King Street 

Sun 23 December 

•10.45am Messy Church Nativity Service 

•5.00pm Carols by Candlelight 

•7.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Mon 24 December 

•11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Tue 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Day Family Worship 

United Reformed Church, High Street 

Sun 16 December 

•5.00pm Candlelit Carol Service 

Tue 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Morning Service 

St. Peter’s Church, Church Lane 

Sun 2 December 

•3.00pm British Legion Carol Service 

Sun 9 December 

•4.00pm Christingle (& refreshments) 

Sun 16 December  

•4.00pm Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols 

Mon 24 December 

•4.00pm Christmas Eve Crib Service 

•9.00pm First Eucharist of Christmas 

Mon 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Family Eucharist 

Tue 1 January 

•12.00noon New Year’s Day Eucharist  

Sun 6 January 

•9.30am Eucharist for Epiphany 

 

 

St. Pius X RC Church, Narborough 

Mon 17 December 

•7.00pm Service of Reconciliation with  

 opportunity for Confession 

Mon 24 December 

•6.00am Vigil Mass of Christmas 

•11.30pm Carols 

•00.00am Midnight Mass 

Tue 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Morning Mass 

A REFUGEE FAMILY 
 

The traditional Christmas story retold over 

the years never ceases to amaze me, how the 

birth of this child could change world history, 

and at the same time enrich so many lives.  I 

hope that during this Christmas time you 

may feel able to join with the Christian faith 

communities in Whetstone and help us to re-

tell the Nativity Story.  In each of the 

churches there will be a variety of services, 

(and specifically carol services), all 

highlighting this wonderful event. God 

became incarnate for the sake of the world, 

for the sins of the world.  I cannot begin to 

describe the moment of realisation when I 

realised that Jesus was born so that I could 

have a new relationship with God.  It is my 

fervent hope that you too, can experience 

that realisation, so that you may also know 

the love of God for you, not just at Christmas 

time but for every moment of your life. 
 

On behalf of CHURCHES TOGETHER in 

WHETSTONE, I hope that you will experience 

a blessed and peaceful Christmas and have a 

very happy and prosperous New Year.  You 

will be very welcome in all the churches in 

the village, may you know the peace that 

passes all human understanding and be kept 

safe and well.  
 

Richard Eastman, Rev’d.  

Whetstone United Reformed Church 
 

Christian Communities are for life not just 

for Christmas, you are welcome anytime. 

 
 

 


