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Clerks Report 

 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Duckpaddle. In the last edition, we had held 

elections for new Councillors and I thought it would be good to bring you right up to date with 

the latest position.  

Whetstone Parish Council has 15 seats available for parishioners to be elected or co-opted. 

Since Summer, we have now co-opted 3 more Councillors. Your new Councillors are Ron 

Hart, Ken Herbert and Ed North. In the last edition we mistakenly listed John Culshaw, as a 

co-opted Councillor but he was elected to the Council in May.  

Your Councillors can be contacted through the Parish Council offices. We have 1 vacancy 

remaining and if you are interested, we would love to hear from you and tell you how easy it is 

to get involved in your local Parish Council.   

Inside this edition we have photos from Remembrance Sunday which took place on a cold but 

sunny morning. Well done everyone who attended to show their respect for those lost in 

conflict.  You also have news of the Carols on the Car Park event taking place on Friday 13
th
 

December at 6.30 p.m, for a 7.00 p.m. start for the carol singing. The Deputy Clerks famous 

Quiz is also included, and I hope will get you all thinking over Christmas.  

On the back page are the details for the 1
st
 Whetstone Scouts Santa’s run and finally the 

Christmas Services for the Churches Together in Whetstone.   

We are still working on the replacement play equipment for Oliver, Trinity and Warwick Road 

parks and exercise equipment for Oliver and Trinity Park. Availability of equipment and also 

installers has caused this to be put back to Spring. We look forward to showing you the new 

equipment in the coming editions. 

The housing schemes from David Wilson Homes, Davidsons, Strata and Linden Homes are 

all now complete and it is hoped that all new residents have settled into the village. The old 

Electroform site on the High Street is nearing completion, the High Street development on the 

bottom of Church Lane is now complete and the old Wheatsheaf site is under way. The 

Whittle Estate has plans for development, at various stages, for both commercial and 

housing. Once completed, we estimate that a total of over 500 new dwellings will have been 

added to Whetstone Parish.  

On behalf of Whetstone Parish Council, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year.  

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whetstone Parish Council have entered into a service level agreement with Blaby 
District Council to enable more patrolling of the local area by the Districts Animal 
Services Officer. These patrols will oversee the behaviour of both dogs and owners in 
and around Whetstone, particularly on our open spaces. Words of advice will be given 
where necessary and anyone witnessed committing an offence will be served with a 
Fixed Penalty Fine. Bag checks are being carried out on anyone seen exercising a dog 
and anyone found not to be carrying a means to clean up after the dog will also be 
fined. This appears to have come as a shock to some walkers who, although they were 
carrying bags, did not know that it was an offence not to and has been since 2016. 
Hopefully this action will deter irresponsible dog walkers from the local parks and 
encourage everyone to be more vigilant and respectful of our open spaces. 

Dog Fouling – Who are the offenders? 

Most dog owners consider themselves responsible, most dog owners will be adamant that they always 
clean up after their dog and would never leave it behind, most dog owners will know at least one 
person they see regularly who doesn’t clean up after their dog. 

For those of you who do know someone who fails to clean up after their dog there are things which 
can be done.  

Blaby District Councils Dog Warden Service is one of the most proactive Councils in Leicestershire 
tackling dog related issues. They will even go so far as to issue a Fixed Penalty Notice and Fine to 
anyone who is reported as an offender if the witness is prepared to give them a witness statement of 
the offence they saw.  

Not prepared to get so involved? That’s fine, if you are prepared to provide the Dog Wardens with the 
address of the offender they can write to the dog owner and make them aware that they have been 
witnessed. No details will be given of who has reported the incident and these letters can be very 
effective. 

Now, for all those “responsible” dog owners who would “never” fail to clean up after their 
pet………………….. 

Please take a minute to think about your usual walk, do you meet up with other dog walkers? Let the 
dogs off to have a good run around and burn off some energy? Use the time to catch up with friends 
whilst you are walking? A lot of people do, so whilst you are passing the time on a lovely spring 
morning or lazy summers afternoon is your dog always in your sight? For many dog owners, no, many 
dogs either race ahead or lag behind sniffing at bushes or take off playing with doggy friends. Can you 
hand on heart say that you have watched your dog throughout the entire walk and there is no way he 
could have run into bushes or round a corner and fouled?  

What about the winter months, walking your dog early morning or late evening…………… do you keep 
your dog on a lead at all times when its dark? Probably not, so could your dog be fouling in the 
darkness?  

The offence is the same as if you had stood and watched the dog do it. Many Fixed Penalty Notices 
are issued to owners who simply “didn’t see the dog do it”.  

To tackle the issues of dog fouling everyone has to be vigilant, yes there are deliberate offenders who 
blatantly flout the laws but there are many “accidental” offenders who without realising it may be 
contributing to the problem. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Whetstone Remembers  

Once again in true Whetstone style, the village came together 

and showed our respect to the men of our village, and honoured 

all veterans that served in the conflicts.  Thankyou to everyone 

that took part and showed we care.   Did you know that many 

roads in the village are named after the men on our War 

Memorial, a lasting legacy to those who didn’t come back?   

Proud to take part. 

Deputy Clerk Sharon Coe.  



 

CONTACT NUMBERS 

Leicestershire County Council   0116 3050001 

Blaby District Council                 0116 2750555 

Whetstone Parish Council          0116 2751987  



 Did you know these Christmas Facts ? 

 

 
Christmas wasn't always on December 25. 

 Most historians actually believe Jesus was born in the spring, not the winter. And his 
birthday itself didn't become the official holiday until the third century. Some historians 
believe that the date was actually chosen because it coincided with the pagan festival of 
Saturnalia, which honoured the agricultural god Saturn with celebrating and gift-giving.  

 
Christmas Card Robin 

 Robins on cards started as a joke 150 years ago when postmen wore red tunics and were 
named after them ! 

 
Prince Albert and the Christmas Tree 

 The origin of Christmas trees goes all the way back to ancient Egyptians and Romans, who 
marked the winter solstice with evergreens as a reminder that spring would return soon. 
But it wasn't until Prince Albert of Germany introduced the tree to his new wife, Queen 
Victoria of England, that the tradition really took off. A drawing of the couple in front of a 
Christmas tree appeared in 1848 and the idea went viral. 

 
Christmas Pudding  

 Christmas Pudding was originally a soup made with raisins and wine. 
 

Hanging stockings started with an accident. 
 According to legend, we hang out stockings by the chimney with care thanks to a poor man 

who didn't have the money for his three daughters' dowries. Generous old St. Nick dropped 
a bag of gold down their chimney one night, where the girls had hung their stockings to dry 
by the fire. That's where the gold ended up, and allegedly how the tradition began. 

 
White Christmas  

 For a Christmas to be offically classified as “ white” a single snow flake needs to be 
observed falling in the 24 hours of 25th December on the rooftop of the Met Office HQ in 
London. 

 
Astronauts broadcast "Jingle Bells" from space. 

 Nine days before Christmas in 1965, the two astronauts aboard Gemini 6 suddenly sent a 
report to Mission Control that they saw an "unidentified flying object" about to enter Earth's 
atmosphere, traveling in the polar orbit from north to south. They interrupted the tense 
report with the sound of “Jingle Bells” with “Wally” Schirra playing a small harmonica and 
accompanied by Tom Stafford with a handful of small sleigh bells they had smuggled 
aboard for that very occasion. 

 
Mince Pies 

 According to tradition you should eat one mince pie on each of the 12 days of Christmas to 
bring good luck. 

 
Xmas 

 The term "Xmas" dates back to the 1500s the word "Christianity" was spelled "Xianity" as 
far back as 1100. X, or Chi, in Greek is the first letter of "Christ" and served as a symbolic 
stand-in. In 1551, the holiday was called "Xtemmas" but eventually shortened to "Xmas." So 
really, Xmas is just as Christian as the longer version. 

 
Norway donates the tree in Trafalgar Square 

 Every year, since 1947, the people of Norway have gifted the people of London a Christmas 
tree to place in the public courtyard. They donate the tree in gratitude for Britain's support 
for Norway during World War II.  

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/christmas-ideas/g29105524/best-types-of-christmas-trees/


 

1.    Metal Crossing   4, 6  

2.    Pious Refuge   4, 6  

3.   Admirals Newspaper Article   7, 6 

4.   Geordie Group Fort   11, 6 

5.   Divine Impolite Royal House   8,  6 

6.   Stand in Line Estate   3,  7 

7.   2,000 AD Arena   10, 7 

8.   Number Span   5, 6 

9.   Up Above   4 

10. Bird Valley   8 

11. Toilet negative of the King   6, 5  

12. Sheep or Hills   3, 8 

13. Celestial Rusty Rita    5,  2,  3,  5 

14. Archangels Climb   5, 8, 5 

15. Singular Caledonian Person   5 

16. Levianthan’s Statue   6,  7 

17. Inter Englands original Patron Saint 4,  2,  7 

18. Reptile 
  

3, 6 

19. Pitt Entrance Grounds   8, 4 

20. Capital Observe  6, 3 

21. Down To Earth Finish   5,  3 

22. Dark Water Fortress   9,  5 

23. Undertaking in the First   
Garden 

  4,  7 

24. Capital Stronghold   5,  2,  6  

25. Cheese Gulp   7,   5 

26.  Old Kings Channel     6,  7 

27.  Kindly Quip about a Church   13 

28.  Fresh Trees  3,  6 

29.  Equinox  Solid   8 

30.  Seed Dynasty Actor  10 

31.  Slippery Pebble   9 

32.  Flowing Honey  9 

33.  Man of Old Coins   4,   1,  6  

34.  Jeremy’s Recreation Area  7,  4 

35.  Skirt Roadway   9,  4 

36.  Outlaws Howl  5,  5,  3 

37.  Womble Handyman   9 

38.  Welcome to England  5,  6,  2,  5 

39.  Kings Distance   5, 4 

40.  Offal  Pond   7 

41.  Huge Persons' Path   6, 8 

42.  Intersection Ocean  8 

43.  Very Dark State Repository   5,  7,  6 

44.  Candle Part Horse Area   4,  4 

45.  Capital Cove   7, 3 

46.  Employees + A  6 

47.  Neolithic Temple   10 

48.  Celtic Joke perhaps   8 

49.  Leicester & Blackpool Have a Bright 
Way 

6, 4  

50.  Coded House   9,  4  

It’s the Annual Deputy Clerk’s Quiz. 

This year its all about geographical  places or  

things in the Uk or Ireland.    Have fun !   

EG.  Up Above  = SKYE (answers  in this edition) 



 

Whetstone Parish Council are proud to present 

Carols on The Car Park  - High Street—Whetstone 

Friday  13th December 2019 .  6.30 for  singing at 7.00 pm 

Hot Dogs, Burgers and Hot Drinks are all provided in our 

Festive evening.  Wrap up warm and come and sing with 

us and get your Christmas  2019 started.  



Whetstone CLCGB Youth Group 
We have had lots of fun since returning after the summer holidays. We have had the 
bouncy castle, park visits, team games, biscuit decorating, unihoc, volleyball, 
Masterchef, bake off challenge, outdoor laser tag, swimming, craft fun making 
hampers for Harvest and much more. We have been working hard since our relaunch 
back in May to have lots of varied and exciting activities for our members and this has 
been rewarded with breaking our highest attendance record! We are all very proud and passionate 
about our youth work to help children have lots of opportunities, which will help them grow into well 
rounded adults and make lots of life-long friends.We are a busy youth organisation with a traditional 
heritage.  The Church Lads’ & Church Girls’ Brigade were one of the first youth organisations in the 
UK.  We are a uniformed organisation and have lots of similarities to military cadets, scouting, youth 
clubs and sporting clubs!  We like to think we have a mix of all the above! 
 
Our Friday night planners, for all 4 sections, can be found on our website. 
Martins  Age 5-6     Y Team  Age 7-9    18:00 – 19:30    Subs £1.50 
JTC  Age 10-12       Seniors  Age 13+    19:30 – 21:00    Subs £1.50 
 
Raising Money 
Whetstone CLCGB have been chosen as one of the Co-ops charity of choice, which will end 24th 
October 2020. We are raising money for new equipment. If you already have a Co-op membership 
card and would like to help us raise money you can go online and chose our charity, if you do not have 
a membership card you can purchase one for £1 in store, register online then choose our charity. 
Having a membership card benefits you as you will get 5% back on purchases and Whetstone CLCGB 
will get 1%, which wouldn’t cost you a penny.  
 

Whetstone CLCGB Youth Band 
We had an amazing CLCGB Annual Band Competition on Saturday 28th September, at Hermitage 
Leisure Centre, Whitwick. We entered 2 ensembles for Clarinets and Mallets. Our Clarinets won the 
Gold section and our Mallets came 2nd in the Silver section. We also entered a static band and they 
were Silver winners!   After 4 months of hard work practicing in the sunshine, rain, wind and dark 
evenings, we were looking forward to finally doing our marching and music display.  We marched and 
played Highland Cathedral, Fleet Review, Musket Fife and Drum, Shape of You and Final Countdown. 
All our effort was worth it as we were Silver section winners! 
Other results were; winner Uniform Inspection, 2nd silver Brass and Woodwind, silver winner Mallets, 
gold winner Percussion, 2nd gold Marching Display, winner silver Drill and Deportment and winner 
silver General Musical Effect. A great day was had by all with great results! Well Done!    If you are 
interested in joining our winning band, we meet on Wednesday evenings; Junior band 18:30 – 19:30. 
Seniors 19:30 – 21:30  Subs £1.50 
 
Upcoming events 
 
Saturday 7th December 2019 
St Peter’s Primary School Christmas 
Fayre, Whetstone 13:00 – 16:00 
 
 
Sunday 8

th
 December 2019 

Christingle Service at St Peters Church, 
Whetstone. 16:00 – 17:00 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook – Whetstone CLCGB Official Supporters Page 
Or check out our website www.clcgb.co.uk  

http://www.clcgb.co.uk


Badgerbrook Primary School 

 

1.Iron Bridge, 2.Holy Island, 3.Nelsons Column, 4.Lindisfarne Castle, 5.Holyrood Castle, 6.Kew Gardens, 

7.Millennium Stadium, 8.Forth bridge, 9.Skye, 10.Dovedale, 11.Bognor Regis, 12.The Malvern’s, 13.Angel of 

The North, 14.Saint Michaels Mount, 15.Ascot, 16.Sutton Harbour, 17.Bury St Edmonds, 18.The Lizard, 

19.Bradgate Park, 20.London Eye, 21.Lands End, 22.Blackpool Tower, 23.Eden Project, 24.Tower of London, 

25.Cheddar Gorge, 26.Thames Estuary, 27.Windsor Castle, 28.New Forest, 29.Somerset, 30.Birmingham, 

31.Whetstone, 32.Runnymede, 33.John O Groats, 34.Thorpe Park, 35.Petticoat Lane, 36.Robin Hoods Bay, 

37.Tobermory, 38.White Cliffs of Dover, 39.Royal Mile, 40.Liverpool, 41.Giants Causeway, 42.Atlantic, 

43.Black Country Museum, 44.Wicksteed Park, 45.Cardiff Bay, 46.Staffa, 47.Stonehenge, 48.Limerick, 

49.Golden Mile, 50.Bletchley Park  

 

The 2019/2020 academic year at Badgerbrook Primary School has begun positively and pupils have 

settled well into their new classes. This year we welcomed our new Headteacher to Badgerbrook Ms 

Meyrick. Mr Cooper joins us in Year 6 and Mrs Styles in Year 4. Sadly, at the end of last year, we said 

a fond farewell to Mrs Button our Assistant Head who retired after over 20 years of teaching at 

Badgerbrook. We wish her an enjoyable and restful time. Ms Meyrick now heads our leadership team 

supported by Mrs Price as Deputy Headteacher and Mrs Toon as Assistant Headteacher and SEND 

lead.  

Our newly assembled sports teams lead by Mr Williams enthusiastically threw themselves into 

competitive events early on in the term, making the most of the lighter evenings whilst they could. 

Badgerbrook girls won both the Blaby and Blaby Harborough Table Tennis championships. Both our 

boys and girls football teams won the recent DANONE cup event and managed to secure their places 

in the county championships later this month and our dedicated group of cross country runners battled 

hard, despite some rather horrendous weather conditions and their combined scores resulted in 

Badgerbrook becoming overall Blaby Champions. The results were outstanding and we congratulate 

everyone who took part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 4 pupils recently enjoyed a visit from a travelling Roman Legionary to support their 

curriculum topic. Pupils enjoyed learning about life as a Roman and taking part in mock battles.  As a 

school we recently supported mental health awareness day by wearing something yellow. 

We look forward to celebrating our winter term with events such as Children in Need Day, where our 

school council have decided pupils can come to school wearing something spotty or sporty. Our 

Christmas Fayre takes place on Thursday 28th November 2019 3.15pm – 4.30pm, everyone is 

welcome. We have school Christmas productions to rehearse and perform and Christmas parties to 

enjoy.  We wish all readers a very Happy Christmas from all staff and pupils at Badgerbrook Primary 

School. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

           Unfortunately no article was received by St Peters School before going to press. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



JUST A MINUTE 

 YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday 

of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish Council Offices, 

Cemetery  Road, Whetstone.The agenda for the meeting is 

posted on the Parish Notice Boards and the Council 

Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, 

whether you have a specific interest in an item on the 

agenda, or if you just wish to see the Council in operation. 

Below are several extracts of general items of interest from 

meeting minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A question was asked regarding the provision of dog bins on Whetstone Way. This was 

 a BDC owned POS and the Clerk would pass the query onto the Open Spaces team  

 A question was asked regarding the POS on the David Wilson Home development. The 
 Clerk gave the latest update regarding the timescales for remedy. He was asked to 
 contact BDC Planning enforcement to see what could be done to move along the 
 requirement to complete and provide a safe POS along.  

 The Clerk updated Members on the Dog Warden service. This would be starting before 
 the end of the School holidays. The Service Level agreement would be signed and a 
 meeting held to set out the initial goals.  

 The Clerk had obtained a quote to repair the Badger Drive to Otter Way footpath, which 
 was  £3,780 and would come from General Reserves as no reserve existed. 

 The Clerk had new assurances that the Trinity Park acquisition of POS from BDC was 
 now being prioritised.  

 Mr R P Hart expressed a wish to join the Parish Council as a co–opted member, 
 Members voted unnaminously in favour and Mr Hart who prefers to be known as Hart 
 signed the Office of acceptance and was welcomed to the meeting. 

 A substation on Springwell Lane needed fencing works the Clerk would report this to the 
 appropriate authorities. 

 The Dog warden was now active in the village new signage was on all parks,she was 
 able to issue fines if required for compliance with the law. 

 An application had been made to the Parish Council regarding change of use of Public 
 Open Space to private curtilege  - Members were made aware of the location. 

 Mr K Herbert  expressed a wish to join the Parish Council as a co-opted member, 
 Members voted unaminously in favour and Mr Herbert signed the Office of Acceptance 
 and joined the meeting. 

 Poor parking was again noted at Holmes Park, a fixture list would be sought and the 
 enforcement team would be booked to educate and enforce. 

 The conclusion of Audit had been received and once again we had a clean bill of health, 
 the Deputy Clerk was thanked for her work. 

 The Clerk gave an overview for members of the new style speed sign which was being 
 actively used around the village. 

 The Carols on the Car park event was scheduled for Friday 13th December, format as in 
 previous years. 

 



   Newly refurbished 

   EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM. 

Seating for 60 people. 

Full Kitchen facilities including dishwasher. 

Newly refurbished toilets. 

Ideal for all types of Meetings, Conferences, 

Training courses,  Fitness classes,  Parties. etc 

Extended carparking for up to 30 cars. 

£12.50 PER HOUR AVAILABLE 9AM—11PM  7 DAYS A WEEK. 

 



                                                      Advertisement on behalf of Churches together in Whetstone  

St. Peter’s Church, Church Lane 

Sun 8 December 

•3.00pm British Legion Carol Service 

Sun 15 December 

•4.00pm Christingle 

Sun 22 December  

•4.00pm Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols 

Tues 24 December 

•4.00pm Crib Service 

•9.00pm First Eucharist of Christmas 

Wed 25 December 

•10.00am Family Eucharist 

Whetstone Baptist Church, King Street 

Sun 22 December 

•10.45am Nativity Service 

•5.00pm Carols by Candlelight 

•7.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Tues 24 December 

•11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion 

Wed 25 December 

•10.00am All age Christmas Service 

United Reformed Church, High Street 

Sun 22 December 

•5.00pm Candlelit Carol Service 

Wed 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Morning Service 

The virgin will be pregnant.  She will have a son, and they will name 

him “Immanuel.”  This name means “God is with us.” Matthew 1:23 

Christmas Services at our Churches 

St. Pius X RC Church, Narborough 

Tues 24 December 

•6.00am   Vigil Mass of Christmas 

•11.30pm Carols 

•00.00am Midnight Mass 

Wed 25 December 

•10.00am Christmas Morning Mass 

1st Whetstone Scouts ... shhh 

 Santa is coming to Whetstone. 

 

Monday 9th December : Foulds Lane, Vicarage  Lane & Spinney Holt 

Tuesday 10th December: Avon Drive, Anna's Way, Attfield Drive & College Road 

Wednesday 11th December: Burnham Drive & Laundon Way 

 

Monday 16th December: Springwell Lane & Badgerbrook 

Tuesday 17th December : Coales Ave, Wright Close & Hopper Way 


