
 DUCKPADDLE NEWS 
 

Whetstone Parish Council 
     www.whetstonepc.org.uk 

 

     DUCKPADDLE NEWS 

Spring Edition 

Twitter @clerk_parish 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

      

Welcome to the Spring Edition of the Duckpaddle. Before Christmas the Parish Council held 

its Carols on the Car Park event which saw over 70 people attending on what was a very cold 

but dry evening. We hope everyone who attended the event enjoyed it. We are looking at how 

we can improve the Parish Councils contribution to the Christmas spirit in and around the 

village for next Christmas.   

This edition includes information about our new Annual Parish Council Awards scheme and 
we hope that you feel you can nominate someone who has done something over and above 
what would be expected. We have so many people who do outstanding work that goes 
unnoticed so we wish to address that this year. It also sees the Parish Council celebrate 125 
years since its formation in 1895.    

As your Parish Council, we have a host of issues that your Parish Councillors want to help 
you to help yourselves with and we regularly feature items such as dog fouling, litter, 
inconsiderate parking etc. We have our staff who ensure that our bins on our open spaces are 
emptied and we have our own litter picker who spends ten hours per week collecting litter 
across the village.   

We know this is not enough. Luckily, we have half a dozen parishioners who are passionate 
about litter and have become volunteer litter pickers in their own part of Whetstone. We 
supply free bags, and a litter picker and hoop and away they go.  

On a larger scale, Whetstone has enjoyed the help of the South Leicestershire Litter 
Wombles who decided enough was enough and spent three hours collecting litter across the 
village on a Saturday morning in January. The photo shows what they collected. Over 75 
bags of litter that was collected by this community spirited group of volunteers. We say 
thankyou on behalf of the Parish Council and the village.  We have added a link to their latest 
newsletter on our website. Do have a look if you wish to contact them.  

 



St.Peter's Church of England (Aided) Primary School 

Wale Road, Whetstone, Leicester,  

Autumn term at St Peter’s has been fun-filled, busy and successful! We would love to share 
all our exciting news with local families and the local community. For the first time, Year 3 and 4 went 
on an action-packed residential to Beaumanor Hall for two days, and took part in lots of exciting 
activities such as den building, pond dipping and, the age-old favourite, hide and seek in the spooky 
cellars at night time! Needless to say, a great time was had by all, including the staff who went! 
Alongside this, Year 5 and 6 went on an exciting trip to Cosby Air Show as part of our ‘A Child at War’ 
topic. For any of you fans of Pointless and The Chase, it brings us great delight to 
inform you about our amazing ‘quizmasters’ in Year 4 who WON ‘The Big English 
Quiz’ at Thomas Estley after competing against other local schools. What an 
achievement! Keep an eye out for them on University Challenge in the future! 

At St Peter’s we pride ourselves on the links we have with the local community, 
especially with the local churches. Throughout the year, we lead parts of the service at St Peter’s 
Church. During Autumn, Year 6 had the opportunity to take part in the Harvest Festival and gave a 
memorable presentation on the dangers of plastic pollution.  Year 3 helped with the Christingle 
celebrations, and brought many tears to the eye of the congregation with their lovely, festive singing.  
As well as getting out and about in the community, we also love welcoming parents into school to find 
out more about the amazing learning their children are involved in, and giving them tips on how they 
can support their children at home. So far, we have held a maths morning where parents had the 
chance to see how maths is delivered, a phonics and reading morning that focused on reading in Key 
Stage 1 and a ‘Book Look’ where children could showcase all their fantastic work in their books. We 
would like to thank all our supportive parents for attending these events and continue to invite all 
parents to future events in the Spring and Summer terms. 

Just before Christmas we received some incredibly exciting news! As a school, we received the 
prestigious ‘National Financial Maths Award’, and our Maths Lead, Mrs Cook, got the pleasure of 

travelling down to London for a glamourous award ceremony where she collected it 
on behalf of the school. It gives us great pleasure to be one of the first school’s in 
Leicestershire to achieve this. Crucially, the learning behind this award teaches our 
children the importance of money and money management to carry forward in 
their lives. A huge well done to Mrs Cook and all the school who helped in earning 
this award.  

Christmas is always an exciting time in school, and this year ours started with being treated to mince 
pies and a wonderful rendition of ‘Little Donkey’ by our lovely EYFS children dressed in their festive 
Christmas jumpers. After all, the best way to spread Christmas cheer is by singing loud for all to hear! 
We also had our annual Christmas Fayre, which raised a fantastic £1377.91 
and will help to enrich the learning of the children at St Peter’s. The 
atmosphere, as always, was brilliant and an enjoyable day was had by all.  

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved. It was a 
pleasure to welcome the community into school, and we look forward to 
seeing you all again next Christmas. Charity is a key value at our school, as 
is caring for others. Since August, we have raised over £1100 for charity, which is amazing if you 
consider we only have 200 children!  We are incredibly proud of the various fundraising events, which 

have often been led by pupils in our school council.  

To date we have supported Children in Need, Rotary Shoe Box, Loros, Royal 
British Legion, British Heart Foundation, Birmingham Children’s Hospital, 
the local food bank and our own WASP Parent’s Association. Staff have 
been motivated to continue this charity work, and many have signed up for 
a Triathlon in May around beautiful Stratford upon Avon. We hope to raise 
funds for Cancer Research, and will keep you informed of our progress!  

 

 



Badgerbrook Primary School 

 

 

 

 

We have had an amazing start to our new academic year here at Badgerbrook Primary School. On top 

of rising to the challenge of adapting to new teachers,  new year groups and workload our pupils have 

amazed and inspired us by conquering many other things too. We are very proud of our busy 

Badgerbrook pupils.  

Year 5 children were inspired by the authors Charlie Higson, Francesca Simon and Frank Cottrell Boyce 

to think of story ideas for stories set in the past, present or future. We’re hoping to enter the national 

BBC online 500 word competition hosted by Zoe Ball fingers crossed we have a winner in our midst! 

Some of our pupils received Fire Awareness training, the children were informed of the importance of 

smoke detectors, fire plans and door closures. Children also learned about the importance of only 

making 999 calls for REAL emergencies- and how making hoax calls can cause deaths if fire engines 

are not available for REAL fires. 

Foundation pupils were recently lucky enough to be ‘loaned’ a number of balance bikes to ‘try out’. 

Teaching staff provided us with the following report: 

“We have all had a go on balance bikes which we have borrowed for a few weeks as part of the Ready 

Set Ride scheme. Firstly we talked about the importance of wearing a helmet to protect our heads in 

case we fall and we all put a helmet on and tested that they were fitted correctly by doing the wobble 

test! We then had fun playing different games on the bikes.” Pupils enjoyed the experience and we 

hope it encourages more riding within the community. The great news is the bikes are back with us 

soon. Information on the ‘Ready Set Ride’ scheme is available via the internet.  

 
New Banner 

Following on from the success of the ‘Beat the Street’ initiative, Badgerbrook pupils were given the 

opportunity to enter a competition as 

part of the ‘Safe and Sustainable Travel’ 

programme organised by Leicestershire 

County Council. The children were invited 

to design a banner to be displayed 

outside school which promoted leaving 

the car at home (or parking a distance 

from school) and walking, cycling or 

scooting the final part of the journey. The 

aim being to reduce congestion at busy 

times and promote active travel. Melissa 

from Year 5 was the winner of the 

competition and her design can now be 

seen on the banner outside our school.    Well done Melissa. 



 EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM. 

“A hidden gem !” 

Ideal for all types of Meetings, Conferences, 

Training courses,  Fitness classes,  Parties. etc 

“We will be sure to come back to you , the room has been 

just perfect “ 

£12.50 PER HOUR AVAILABLE 9AM—11PM  7 DAYS A WEEK. 

 

“The room was fantastic, everyone was buzzing with 

chatter and smiles, what a superb venue 

“As ever the room and the facilities you offer served us 

well, thankyou. 

“WE love running our classes here and the venue is just perfect :-) 

SOME OF OUR HAPPY CUSTOMER REVIEWS 

DO YOU WANT TO SEE WHAT WE CAN OFFER? 

RING THE OFFICE ON 2751987 AND WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO SHOW YOU WHAT THESE CUSTOMERS HAVE 

ALREADY EXPERIENCED. 



WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Annual Parish Council Awards Scheme 

 

 

Whetstone Parish Council would like to invite you to submit nominations for either one or all of the following 
three awards, and also for Letters of Commendation. 

 

The Environmental Award is awarded to the person who has done something to improve the appearance or 
understanding of the local environment within the Parish. 

 

The Pride of Whetstone Award is awarded to the person judged to have made the most noteworthy 
contribution to life in the Parish of Whetstone. 

 

The Young Achiever Award is awarded to the young person under the age of 18 years, in recognition of 
achieving something exceptional or bringing credit to the community 

 

Letters of Commendation are awarded for instances of good service to the community by an individual or 
organisation. 

 

Forms are available from the Clerk and the Parish Council website and nominations can be submitted via 
email or post.  

The decision over whether and to whom the awards should be presented remains with the Parish Council. 
However, Councillors would want to reflect the views of the villagers.  If you know of an “unsung hero”, please 
submit a nomination form and your reasons for choosing them. 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2020 ANNUAL AWARDS 

 

Please register your nomination by any of the two methods: 

 

1.  Post or Deliver, in a sealed envelope to: The Clerk, Whetstone Parish Council, Council Offices, 
Cemetery Road, Whetstone,     LE8 6LL.  

 2.  Email your nominations to the Clerk at: clerk@whetstonepc.org.uk 

 

Closing Date is 31st March 2020. 

 

Presentation of the Awards are to take place on Wednesday 20th May 2020 at 7.00 p.m. at the Council Offices 
at Whetstone Parish Council. 

 



AWARD      ENVIRONMENTAL WARD     

(Please tick one)          

     PRIDE OF WHETSTONE AWARD    

           

     YOUNG ACHIEVER      

           

     LETTER OF COMMENDATION    

           
NOMINATION 

The following is nominated for the above award: 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Please give a brief reason for this nomination:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please continue on separate A4 sheet if needed) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

As nominee I hereby give consent for my name to be published:   YES / NO  

Nomination submitted by:  

 

Name: ________________________________  Signed:  ___________________________________  



Whetstone Parish Council Precept Information 2020/21 
 

This narrative provides you with a summary of the estimated income and expenditure for Whetstone Parish Council in the 
forthcoming year and compares this with the budget figures for the previous year. The Parish Council provides a range of 
services for the benefit of the community. We try and maximize the revenue we receive and use this to make the village a 
better place to live in, as well as maintaining all of the village amenities and assets. Last year we updated you on a number 
of projects that were either planned or underway and we can update you with these and other developments: 
 
The Dicken and High Street Car Parks – The High Street car park continues to be a well used asset for the village. 
Works were completed to tidy up the trees and shrubs, and in the next financial year, we will be improving the current 
lighting on the car park.     
 
The Council Offices – The facility is well utilized by commercial and private users for meetings, conferences, events, 
social gatherings and a variety of activity classes. It continues to provide reliable hire to all of its users. Two years ago we 
installed a new heating system, and the energy saving benefits of a new boiler and radiators will see the system pay for 
itself in 5 years.        
 
Cemetery – The Cemetery is well used and benefits all year round from the ground staffs hard work and dedication in 
making it a place for reflection.  
   
Playgrounds and Parks – Using S106 monies, the Council installed new footpaths on Oliver Park and Trinity Road Park. 
We also installed a new footpath from Otter Way to link to the Linden Homes development, to complete an all weather walk 
to school route for parents.  We are still in the process of refreshing play equipment on all of the parks as well as some new 
safety surfaces, as well as providing new exercise equipment on Oliver and Trinity Road parks. We have added new 
seating across the parks and we hope to install new litter bins, dog waste bins and also new signage to all of our parks later 
this year.  
 
Back Lane Meadows - The land off Back Lane on Station Street continues to mature. Additional seating has been added 
and additional waste bins and new information signs are still to be added for your continued use and enjoyment. 
 
As well as the above projects to be undertaken in this financial year, we will be looking to improve non-play areas of public 
open spaces we own and maintain. We are still in negotiations with DWH to complete the transfer to the Parish Council of 
the new areas off Wright Close and the already improved Elliot Close Public Open Space. 
 
We are also looking to improve on Highways matters in the village and have set aside some funds to allow our Highways 
working party to address longstanding matters such as poor parking, queuing traffic and other highways matters. Council 
has also set aside funds for another defibrillator to be located in the village to compliment the two currently installed at the 
Park Vets on Wale Road and at the Bulls Head Public House.      
 
The precept set for 2020/21 by your Parish Council shows a small increase of just under 2% (once the new lived in homes 
now in the village are taken into account), on last year’s base precept of the Whetstone Parish Council portion of your 
council tax. This will allow us to continue improving the facilities for the growing village of Whetstone. We hope you find this 
to be good value.     

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 
The precept requirement of Whetstone Parish Council for the year 2020/21 is £248,500 which is based on 

estimates of income and expenditure as follows:- 

                                                 
2019/20               2020/21  

EXPENDITURE                 £         £ 
 
Employment Costs          166,786    159,416 
Council depot & Cemetery          22,798       22,833 
Finance & Administration           11,445       10,580 
Equipment                                                             8,150                   8,870  
Community & Environmental           19,073       25,701 
Special Projects              28,823       34,350 
Earmarked & General Reserves                   0                       0 
 
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE         257,075            261,750 
   
 
LESS INCOME 
Raised by Council via cemetery fees, agency 
agreements, hire of premises and pitches and       
General Reserves                 14,750                           13,250        

  

PRECEPT REQUESTED         242,325            248,500    



 

 Community update for Whetstone from your MP 

  I would like to sincerely thank the people of South 
Leicestershire for returning me at the recent 
General Election. Whether you voted for me or not, 
my team and I promise to continue working hard 
for the people of South Leicestershire. I would like 
to let constituents know that my Blaby 
Constituency Office has reopened for the New Year 
and is located at Unit 3, 8a Lutterworth Road, Blaby, 
LE8 4DN. My office is available to assist all residents 
on a very wide range of issues such as housing, 
benefits or NHS matters and many others. In the 
first instance, please contact my Blaby Constituency 
Office on 0116 2781924 or via email at 
alberto.costa.mp@parliament.uk  
– Many thanks, Alberto.  
  

 

EASTER SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES 

ST. PIUS X RC CHURCH, NARBOROUGH 

Thursday 9 April 

•7.00pm Mass commemorating the Last  

 Supper  

Good Friday 10 April 

•3.00pm Solemn Liturgy Commemorating  

 the Passion and Death of Our  

 Lord 

Saturday 11 April 

•8.00pm Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday 12 April 

•9.30am Easter Morning Mass 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, CHURCH LANE 

Palm Sunday – 5 April 

•9.30am Blessing and Procession of Palms,  

 and all-age Eucharist 

Monday 6 April 

•12.00noon The Eucharist 

Tuesday 7 April 

•2.15pm Stations of the Cross 

Wednesday 8 April 

•9.15am The Eucharist 

Thursday 9 April 

•7.30pm Sung Eucharist of the Last Supper 

Good Friday 10 April 

•3.00pm Liturgy of Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 12 April 

•9.30am Family Eucharist  

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, HIGH ST. 

Easter Sunday 12 April 

•10.00am Easter Service with Rev Richard 

 Eastman 

WHETSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH, KING ST. 

Good Friday 10 April 

•7.30pm Evening Worship 

Easter Sunday 12 April 

•9.00 & 10.45am Morning Worship 

 

CTiW Village Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday: 11 April - 1.30am-4.00pm 

Christ was raised from death by the wonderful power of the Father. Romans 6:4 

mailto:alberto.costa.mp@parliament.uk

