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Welcome to the Summer Edition of the Duckpaddle.  

 

This edition of the Duckpaddle is only the second one we have produced in 12 months due to 
the pandemic. As we move towards a kind of normality again, we are looking forward to be 
able to recommence our full range of activities as a Parish Council. This includes this edition 
of the Duckpaddle. 

We have spent the last 15 months holding 
virtual meetings and ensuring that the 
business of the Parish Council has been able 
to continue. We have continued to provide the 
services to the parks and public open spaces 
as well as ensuring the cemetery has been 
open throughout these difficult times.  

Our enclosed play areas were locked for a 
short period of time following the guidelines 
given by Government, but we were able to 
keep all other areas open and safe for all 
users. 

 

This year we have seen some incidents of ASB over the last few months, with barbeques     
being lit on the picnic benches on Back Lane Meadow which caused damage to the tables 

and also litter and rubbish being left across all of the open spaces, 
whereas the use of the well provided bins would have been the 
best solution, or simply taking it home.  

 

Fencing on Back Lane Meadows and Trinity Road Park was also 
damaged, but have now been repaired. Oliver Park had some 
damage done to the newly laid safer surfaces, and these were 
repaired swiftly due to their “offensive” nature.  

   

We are pleased to say that the village now has well equipped play 
parks and outdoor gyms which have been well used since their 
installation over the winter period. We will be enhancing some 
areas further, with additional waste bins, seating and signage.  



Moving forward, the Parish Council will hold its first face to face meeting at the end of June. 
We are also hoping to re-open the Edward Wright Room for use in July. Under the current 
road map, use and numbers are still restricted for anyone looking to hire the room, but we are 
hoping that these will be reviewed and partially lifted so we can welcome back users old and 
new to the Parish Council.  

The Office remains closed to the public currently. We are still contactable by email and 
phone, and have been here throughout, as your Parish Council, serving the village of 
Whetstone.  

In January, we set the budget for 2021 / 22. Details of this are enclosed in this edition.  

In May we hosted the Annual Parish meeting which was chaired by the outgoing Chairman, 
Mr. Richard Simmons. His report is included in this edition. Council elected Mrs. Lisa 
Pendery-Hunt as the new Chairman for 2021/22.   

We have a full compliment of 15 Members at the Parish Council and can all be contacted 
through the Parish Council offices or via the website by contacting the office in the first 
instant.  

We also include an article featuring the Whetstone Good Neighbours with an update on their 
achievements since they were set up in 2016. 

 

We hope you enjoy this edition. Your Deputy Clerk has tried, through social media, to get 
residents to send in old photos of the village of bygone days to try and help all of the newer 
residents enjoy their village’s history. Some images are included in this edition. Please do 
send them into to the office so that we can share them.  

 

 

 

Beautiful Back Lane Meadows in its Spring / Summer 

Colours  



We at St Peter’s wanted to start this newsletter by saying a huge thank you to all our wonderful 

families for their fantastic support in such a challenging time. This year has not been easy for 

anyone, especially children, and we couldn’t be more grateful to the supportive family, made up of 

St Peter’s families. Our children have settled back in so well since returning from lockdown 3 

(wow!) and that is down to the incredible support they have at home.  

Since coming back to school in March, learning and activities have been non-stop! Years 3 and 4 

have recently enjoyed learning about Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (minus the chocolate 

eating contest they requested!) Year 6 have spent a week learning a valuable life lesson in 

‘Bikeability’ where they have been shown how to ride a bike safely on the roads around 

Whetstone. There is more to look forward to as well, including an ‘Aspiration Week’ after half term 

to teach our students of all ages about different careers. As part of this we will have lots of 

speakers talking about the exciting careers they have and allowing our children to learn from real-

world experiences. This will be valuable experience for children to learn more about the world 

outside of school, and inspire greatness for the future. This is part of our Financial Maths 

Excellence Award, of which we are the only Primary School in Leicestershire to still have!  

Looking forward to the end of term we are really excited to watch the Year 6 leavers production 

and giving them the send-off they deserve! We will be so sad to see them leave but wish them the 

best of luck at their secondary schools.  

Speaking of the new school year, we are looking forward to welcoming our new families in 

September, and optimistic that next year will see a return to more normal learning! We hope that 

the upcoming EYFS children are 

practicing their counting already – we 

have a Financial Maths Award to uphold 

after all!  

 

St.Peter's Church of England (Aided) 

Primary School Update May 2021 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
                            

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whetstone 

Parish 

Council 

Blaby 

District 

Council 

  

MP 

Leicestershire 

County 

Council 

Parks  

Open Spaces in our Parish. 

Cemetery 

Edward Wright Room 

Email : clerk @whetstonepc.org.uk  

Tel      : 0116 2751987 

Query  a decision by a Government Office or agency 

Tell them about a problem affecting people in the 

area 

Ask them to support a particular campaign. 

Email :   visit www.albertocosta.org.uk  

Tel              0116  2781924 

Adult Social Care   Social Services 

Grass Cutting    Street Lighting 

Highways/Hedges    Tips 

Libraries     Trading standards 

School placements 

Email  : visit www.leicestershire.gov.uk for 

individual information 

Tel        : 0116 3050001 

Bins and Litter   Housing 

Benefits     Licensing 

Council Tax    Resident Support 

District Parks     Voting and Elections 

Enviromental Health 

Email : visit www. blaby.gov.uk for individual 

information 

Tel      : 0116 2750555 



 

Chairman’s Report Parish Meeting 4th May 2021 

 

This year has been challenging for the Parish Council and like many organisations different 

rules and regulations had to be implemented because of the Coronavirus pandemic. The 

Parish offices were closed to the public at the beginning of the lockdown and all room hires 

ceased. The Clerks and Ground staff have continued to work in the background making sure 

that it was business as usual within the Parish and I would like to thank them for their hard 

work during this difficult time.  Public open spaces and play areas continued to be open with 

Covid risk assessments carried out, which allowed parishioners and children to exercise 

during the lockdowns. Back Lane Meadow has been a great benefit to the village having 

been used for walking, running, dog exercise and other outside activities. 

 

I would like to thank all the volunteer litter pickers who during their walks in lockdown have 

helped to keep our village looking clean and tidy.  

 

The monthly Parish Council meetings and sub-committee meetings were unable go ahead 

face to face because of covid and so Council moved online with zoom meetings and 

parishioners were invited to join if they wanted to by logging in. 

 

Much of our playground equipment has been replaced this year with the addition of new gym 

equipment, new seating, litter bins and signage at most of our public open spaces. Lighting 

on Trinity park and replacement of the teen shelter on Warwick Road are future projects. All 

this work has been financially enabled by contributions (called S106 monies) made by 

developers when building new properties within the village. These funds are allocated to the 

Parish Council to improve the open spaces within the Parish. 

 

Council has been in the process of reviewing its Health & Safety regime this year and with 

the help of outside organisations hope that more modern systems and procedures can be 

implemented in the coming year. 

 

Financially the Parish Council is in a much better position this year. We were not able to have 

our normal Christmas event, hanging baskets or Duckpaddle production. This year the final 

payment was made on the loan secured on Back Lane Meadows. All these savings enabled 

the council to propose that the precept for the Parish for the coming year be a zero increase 

which will benefit all those parishioners paying council tax. 

 

The Council has continued to review planning applications in the normal way by making 

observations and comments where necessary. Council objected to two major applications 

within the village one being a development of 78 dwellings for Plot 1 on the Whittle Estate 

with access off Henson Close and the other an Industrial development with access from 

Enderby Road onto land East of Grange Drive. We have engaged with the discussion on the 

Whetstone Pastures Garden Village development. A formal application for planning has not 

been put forward yet by the developers but Council have tried to find out as much information 

as possible to try and determine what impacts it may have on the village and surrounding 

area and will make comments when the application is made public. 



Two grants were made by Council to give £1000 each to St. Peters and Badgerbrook primary 

schools for the purchase of ICT equipment for help during the pandemic. 

Highway and traffic issues have always been high on the agenda of the Parish Council and is 

always kept under scrutiny. This year Council has put aside funding for no waiting restrictions 

around The Dicken and the proposal will soon be out for public discussion and comment. 

Another project that is high on the Parish agenda (and has been for a few years) is the lack 

of footway down Warwick Road. Numerous submissions have been made by Council to both 

Leicestershire County Council and Blaby District Council through our local County and 

District Councillors but with an estimated cost of £280,000, funding has always been a 

problem. We have now had a commitment by Leicestershire County Council that the project 

is in the list of the top 6 of their work schedules for this year and look forward to work 

commencing soon. 

 

Like most of the Country we are looking forward to the ending of the lockdown and that soon 

we will be able to meet face to face with our fellow Councillors and Parishioners and life 

becoming more normal. I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for all their contributions 

and input during the past year and look forward to working with them in the future for the 

benefit of Whetstone. 

Richard Simmons—Chairman 2020/21 

Whetstone Wombles 

“Underground, Overground Wombling free”….. 

The Whetstone Wombles are part of the South Leicestershire Litter 

Wombles family and are a great bunch of like-minded individuals that 

want to make a difference and keep our village clean, tidy and litter 

free.  

Various group picks have taken place the most recent being a two-

hour pick with over 20 adults and 6 children collecting 44 bags and 

then a further group pick on Saturday 5
th
 June to coincide with Keep 

Britain Tidy Week, with a further 12 bags of rubbish collected.    Some 

of the more unusual items retrieved include a kitchen cupboard door, a road sign and a body 

board, a bit unusual in a land locked village.   You don’t have to be part of a group to “do your 

bit” but it does make things more sociable. 

Seriously, if you want to get involved in whatever capacity look for Whetstone Wombles on 

facebook or contact the office and we can give you contact details. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Whetstone Parish Council Precept Information 2021/22 
 

This leaflet provides you with a summary of the estimated income and expenditure for 
Whetstone Parish Council in the forthcoming year and compares this with the budget figures 
for the previous year. The Parish Council provides a range of services for the benefit of the 
community. We try and maximize the revenue we receive and use this to make the village a 
better place to live in, as well as maintaining all of the village amenities and assets.  
 
This last year has seen the pandemic affect the income the Parish Council made, by way of 
having to close the Edward Wright room and therefore all booking income was lost. This was 
budgeted at £4,000. This had an effect on the income we enjoyed. We also were not able to 
let the sports clubs use the playing fields as they were banned under lockdown schemes 
from sporting activities and again this gave a loss of income of over £1,100.  
 
There have been some cost savings in costs usually incurred through the above income 
streams. The staff of the Parish Council have continued to work throughout the year ensuring 
all public facilities were kept clean and safe. This also includes the cemetery which has 
remained open as per Government guidelines throughout and we have seen it well used 
throughout for families and visitors.  
 
We have had some good news with over £120,000 worth of section 106 developer 
contribution grants now having been completed. These include new exercise equipment on 
Oliver and Trinity Parks as well as play equipment upgrades and also all-weather pathways 
having been added to the two park play areas. Warwick Road has had new swings fitted and 
we will be submitting further grant applications in this current year to further enhance these 
well used and well-loved parks.  
 
Last year we updated you on a number of projects that were either planned or underway and 
we can update you with these and other developments: 
 
The High Street Car Park – The High Street car park has had LED lighting added for better 
security and prevention of ASB and littering.     
  
The Council Offices – The facility has now had LED lighting installed. We look forward to 
welcoming back all of our users as soon as we are able to. 
 
Back Lane Meadows - The land off Back Lane on Station Street continues to mature. We 
are currently applying for a grant to make the third rear field a wildflower meadow with 
walkways and tree planting, as well as continuing the whole site as a place to walk, enjoy 
and “escape” village life.  
 
As well as the above, we are nearing the end of negotiations with DWH to complete the 
transfer to the Parish Council of the new areas off Wright Close and the already improved 
Elliot Close Public Open Space. These will hopefully be under our ownership during 2021. 
We are also looking to improve on Highways matters in the village and are currently 
progressing traffic schemes through the Highways working party to address longstanding 
matters such as poor parking, queuing traffic and other highways matters.       
 
The precept set for 2021/22 by your Parish Council shows a nil increase (once the new lived 
in homes now in the village are taken into account), on last year’s base precept of the 
Whetstone Parish Council portion of your council tax. This will allow us to continue improving 
the facilities for the growing village of Whetstone. We hope you find this to be good value.     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 

The precept requirement of Whetstone Parish Council for the year 2021/22 
is £248,682 which is based on estimates of income and expenditure as 

follows:- 
 
 

                                               
2020/21               2021/22  

EXPENDITURE               £         £ 
 
Employment Costs       159,416     161,288 
Council depot & Cemetery      22,833        23,907 
Finance & Administration       10,580        11,085 
Equipment                                                        8,870                   10,200  
Community & Environmental         25,701         17,072 
Special Projects         34,350         35,700 
Earmarked & General Reserves           0                 0 
 
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE     261,750          259,252 
 
 
LESS INCOME 
Raised by Council via cemetery fees, agency 
agreements, hire of premises and pitches and       
General Reserves            
             13,250                  10,570        

  

 

PRECEPT REQUESTED      248,500   248,682    

 
 
 
The Council welcomes any comments from Parishioners and our website details are shown below: 

WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 

Council Offices, Cemetery Road, Whetstone, Leicester, LE8 6LL 

Tel: (0116) 2751987  

www.whetstonepc.org.uk 

http://www.whetstonepc.org.uk/


 

    

                  

 

 East Avenue footpath from Trinity Park was raised. The ground staff had cut this back as 
requested but the lighting was still overgrown. The Clerk would report this to LCC. 

 

 The Cemetery lighting was discussed. This was tied into the opening times discussion held 
previously by Council. It was agreed that this should not proceed.  

 

 The Clerk updated Members on the upcoming Blaby District Planning committee regarding the 
s106 position on the EMH affordable application he had previously reported on. He would be 
submitting a further letter to Committee Members  

 

 That the bins and seating on the Back Lane Community Spinney, the new signage for all parks, 
the Oliver Park litter bin replacement, the Warwick Road litter bin and teen shelter replacement and 
lighting on Trinity Park are approved and that the Clerk submit s106 grant applications for these 
items.  

 

 The Whetstone Way was lacking dog and waste bins along its route through the village. The 
Clerk would report this to BDC.  

 

 The Clerk gave an update on the LCC community speed grant. He read out an email which 
confirmed that a pop-up cycle lane could not be installed on Warwick Road as it was too narrow. As 
the fund needed to be used and claimed by end of February, he had asked LCC if the Parish could 
make an application for a further one or two speed signs to use at the existing points in the village 
currently used as well as looking to extend the locations if possible.  

 

 Victoria Road parking was becoming a problem. Highways Working Party would be asked to 
look at this again.  

 

 Dog fouling was rife around the village. The BDC Dog warden was patrolling again and the 
Clerk would report known locations to the warden.  

 

 ...The possibility of a £1,000 grant towards ICT equipment for the 2 village schools had been 
discussed. It was resolved that £1,000 be offered to the 2 Primary Schools towards ICT. 

 The Duckpaddle was to be printed and sourced by a new printer, due to the issues that had 
been faced over the last edition. The Deputy Clerk has sourced a more competitive quote, which 
included postal delivery if needed.    

 

YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday 

of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish Council Offices, 

Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. During the last 15 months  

we have been meeting via Zoom, to allow safe 

meetings whilst carrying on the work of the Parish.The 

agenda for the meeting is posted on the Parish Notice 

Boards and the Council Website. Parishioners are more 

than welcome to attend, whether you have a specific 

interest in an item on the agenda, or if you just wish to see 

the Council in operation. Below are several extracts of 

general items of interest from meetings minutes. 



BYGONE WHETSTONE IN PICTURES  

Do you remember any of these ?    I’d love to have your memories and make this a feature 

going forward…….      We can all enjoy stories and pictures of the original Duckpaddlers  ! 

 



 

 

 
 
Meet Jenny, she has been with us since 2016,  
and joined us not long after the scheme started.   
To say that she is a valued member of our team  
is an understatement. Whetstone Good Neighbour  
Scheme members will know Jenny, and would 
have met her in one form or another from being the 
call co-ordinator, a volunteer and is part of the 
management team – there is no end to this lady’s  
talents. 
 
Over the past few years I have known Jenny, she constantly seems to 
amaze me, always on the go, and I don’t know where she gets her 
energy from. Jenny has helped many residents of Whetstone, and 
whilst she may be older than many of the residents at the tender age of 
84, enjoys the chats and being able to help others in need. As a 
scheme we look after the elderly and the vulnerable residents of 
Whetstone, and when calls are placed, Jenny is the one calling on the 
volunteers to handle the jobs. She also allocates herself more than her 
fair share of jobs and in March and April there were over 200 jobs per 
month completed as a scheme. 
 
Jenny has assisted people to get additional help, by completing and 

filing paperwork for those that need it, assisting with blue badge 

paperwork for those with mobility issues, and pension credits for those 

entitled to claim, taking people to hospital appointments, doctor’s 

appointments, hairdresser’s, shopping, getting to and from the vaccine 

centre, delivering meals, befriending – you name it, she does it. 

So a big THANK YOU to this lovely Lady, because you are truly a Super 

Star. 

If you would like to volunteer and assist this lovely lady, and join our 
team of volunteers e.g. driving, picking up and delivering prescriptions, 
shopping, admin work, fund-raising, or to be part of the management 
team and you have the time to spare (even if it’s an hour or two), please 
give us a call we would love to hear from you  

 Whetstone Good Neighbour Scheme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WGNS Telephone  

07939 685537 

www.whetstonegns.org.uk 

CAN WE HELP? 
Since launching the service in 

October 2016 we have now helped 

with over 70 residents in the village 

with different tasks. If you live in 

Whetstone and have trouble getting 

around, or struggle to do small jobs, 

why not give us a call to see if we 

can help. Some of the jobs we have 

helped people with include:- 
Transport to: 
GP 

Hospital 
Dentist 

Optician 
Social Appointments 

Shopping 
Befriending and visiting 

Letter writing/form filling 
Meal delivery 

Minor DIY repairs 
Changing light bulbs 

And much more 

 Our volunteers do not charge for 

their services, however when 

transporting people outside of 

the village there will be a small 

charge to cover fuel costs and 

parking fees. We do not charge 

for transport provided within the 

village. 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

This is the time when places start to re-open and lockdown is lifted, so if you need or know 

someone who needs assistance getting out of the house due to anxiety or just needing 

assistance in general like transport to attend the hairdressers, food shopping, attend doctors/

hospital/dentist appointments, prescriptions etc. and you are a vulnerable resident of 

Whetstone please contact us on the number above.   

 

Would you benefit from a regular telephone call for a friendly chat? We have befrienders 

waiting to talk to you. 

Joining our scheme costs you nothing, and you gain a new family.  We are always keen to 

discuss how we may be able to help you. 

 

Often making that first step in asking for help is the most difficult.  Our volunteers are DBS 

checked, and realise the importance of being COVID aware, and are looking to help people not 

to feel so alone and isolated, no matter what their age.  



 EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM   

                ATAT  

WHETSTONE PARISH COUWHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL NCIL   

                ISIS  

GETTING READY TO WELCOME YOU BACK !   GETTING READY TO WELCOME YOU BACK !   

  RING 0116 2751987 RING 0116 2751987   

 
Ideal for all types of Meetings, Conferences, Training 

courses,  Fitness classes,  Parties. etc 

 

             Important announcement ..Take a look 


