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Welcome to the Christmas Edition of the Duckpaddle.  

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Duckpaddle. It has been a quiet six months since the 

last Duckpaddle in Summer.  

At the Parish Council, we have been meeting in person since the lifting of the ban on face to 

face meetings. Precautions are still in place, with the offices still being closed to the public for 

day to day enquiries, but it was good to welcome 

room bookings back to the Edward Wright room in 

September. Members of the public can still ring the 

office or email, or contact us through the website.  

We have seen normality slowly returning to every 

day life. It was good to see the Remembrance pa-

rade as well attended as always. We saw criticism 

of the Parish Council on social media for not putting 

poppies on the lamp posts in the village. Due to 

covid, suppliers were not offering street poppies. 

We have limited staff resource and we were not 

able to stencil poppies on the pavement in a timely 

manner. We did invest in a Remembrance bench 

which is a permanent tribute to the fallen which is situated next to the War memorial. We will 

hopefully look at this again early next year as it was a popular request.  

The newly equipped parks have all been well used over summer and autumn. The ground 

staff have replaced the Christmas lights on the trees by the village green 

and they will give their usual stunning display as you drive through the 

village. Yes, more can be done, and Council did allow for this in last 

years budgets, but again, Covid has meant little has been possible this 

year due to supply issues. Carols on the Car Park was cancelled last 

year due to the lock downs, and was not possible this year, based on 

local authority guidance. We will be back as soon as possible. 

There has been a change to staff in the office with our Deputy Clerk, 

Sharon Coe having left for pastures new, which we all wish her well 

with, and a new Finance and Administrative Officer, Shannon Woods 

joins us in the New Year. We look forward to welcoming her to Whet-

stone.      

Finally, on behalf of all the Members and Staff at the Parish Council, it just remains for me to 

wish you a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful and safe New Year.    

 



Badgerbrook Primary School 

 

Badgerbrook pupils and staff have been very busy since our return to school in September 
and it has felt almost 'back to normal'. We still have some COVID-19 precautions in place 
and our curriculum includes activities to support our mental health, wellbeing and recovery.  
 

Pupils have taken part in a ‘Daily Boost’ challenge in conjunction with the local Sports Devel-

opment Partnership for Leicestershire and Rutland. ‘Zoom’ the mascot came into school to 

award pupils for the most minutes of exercise completed each day. This involved classes be-

ginning or ending the school day with a dance/exercise class, a virtual climb of some well 

know mountain ranges or more simply an outdoor run of the school perimeter. Pupils are cur-

rently taking part in a ‘401 virtual mission’ by measuring their weekly steps, we have so far 

travelled, as a school, halfway across the USA. We have also celebrated Diwali, supported 

Red nose day, Children in Need and worn ‘odd sock’s during anti bullying week this term.  

We are excited about our new adventure playground which was put in over the summer holi-

day.  We were fortunate to receive a grant of £4000 from Blaby District Council Community 

Awards Scheme and pupils held some fund-raising activities to help pay for this.   

At the time of writing this report there is a rising ‘tentative’ air of excitement around Badger-

brook Primary School.  Our pupils missed out on so much last year we all have everything 

crossed that this year we will be able to continue with our exciting program of Christmas 

events. Supplies of Christmas craft materials arrived in abundance yesterday and rehearsals 

for Christmas productions have begun. Current restrictions mean that singing practice has to 

be carried out outside, but the pupils appear more than happy to put their coats on, get out-

side and sing. The sound resonating from the playground is wonderful. Our school kitchen 

are planning the annual Christmas lunch, our school council are holding a review of the class 

Christmas parties and the eco club are looking at feeding the wildlife, recycling and reducing 

our carbon footprint during the coming winter months. We are all looking forward to an excit-

ing build up to Christmas this year.  

We are delighted to announce that our Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (PTFA) is 

newly reformed they held their first meeting on the 4
th
 November. We look forward to some 

exciting fundraising events to follow.  

If your child is eligible to start primary school in September 2022 (born between 1
st
 Septem-

ber 2017 and 31
st
 August 2018 inclusive) you will need to make your application to the local 

authority for a school place at www.leics.gov.uk before 15
th
 January 2022. 

Badgerbrook Primary School would like to take the opportunity to wish readers of the     
Duckpaddle and all members of the community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leics.gov.uk


Autumn Greetings from St Peter’s C of E Primary School 

We at St Peter’s would firstly like to say a huge thank you to all our wonderful families for 

their fantastic support since returning to school in August. It has been lovely to actually have 

a relatively normal Autumn term which has allowed us to get on with what we do best – help-

ing Whetstone children with their learning! I would just like to update you with a taster of 

some things we have been getting up to.  

We have had some ‘roar-some visitors’ in Year 1 and Year 2 for our Dinosaur Day. The chil-

dren (and staff…) loved coming to school dressed up as their favourite Jurassic creature. 

They spent the day participating in many fun activities, including searching for dinosaur eggs 

and being archaeologists hunting for dinosaur bones. Fortunately, we managed to get 

through the entire day without a single child being eaten, which was pleasing from a health 

and safety point of view!  

On a more serious note, we have also focused some of our learning around the important 

theme of Black History Month. As a school, we pride ourselves on our Christian values of 

Compassion and Respect for all regardless of race or colour. Feeding in to this, the children 

have learnt about important Black British role 

models (such as Lewis Hamilton, Jessica Ennis 

and Benjamin Zepphaniah to name a few), and 

the important contributions they have made to our 

country.  

Lastly, one of the most exciting parts of a new 

school year is welcoming our new class of won-

derful EYFS children to the school. They have 

settled in really well, and have already enjoyed 

many fantastic learning opportunities. One that 

springs to 

mind is cele-

brating Bon-

fire Night by 

building their 

own bonfire 

(with adult su-

pervision, of 

course!), 

toasting 

marshmallows 

and drinking 

hot chocolate while listening to stories!  As we approach 

the festive period, school gets even busier, but we would-

n’t want it any other way! We hope everyone in Whet-

stone has a lovely Christmas, and we look forward to  

writing about more exciting  St Peter’s news in the Spring.  

St.Peter's Church of England (Aided)    
Primary School Update May 2021 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
                            

WHETSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 

During December Whetstone Baptist Church are moving to Springwell, our new home on 
Dog & Gun Lane. We hope that by the time you read this, we will be there. We are very excit-
ed to be moving in at last, after many years of planning and building. 

 

Around 20 years ago we realised our chapel and hall at King Street were getting too small for 
our Sunday congregation and community activities. We believe that God asked us to build 
somewhere for the whole community, that could be a hub for village life, and after a few 
years of saving and planning we were eventually able to purchase the plot on Dog & Gun 
Lane. Baptist churches are all funded and governed by their members, and in the main, we 
have built Springwell through the funding and effort of the congregation. We are also thankful 
for the local contractors and individuals who have worked on site, offered support and helped 
make our vision for a new building a reality.  

 

Springwell is our new home, but 
we also plan for it to be available 
to local groups for activities that 
strengthen the community and 
promote wellbeing. Our popular 
preschool will move to purpose-
designed space in the building in 
January 2022.  

 

Some parts of the building are still 
a work-in-progress with scope for 
many uses, and we hope 
Springwell will develop to meet the 
needs of the community. Future 
plans include fitting out a large multi-purpose hall and a catering kitchen. 

 

Through crowdfunding this December, we aim to fund the fencing and surfacing for the out-
door play area so it’s ready to welcome the preschool children in January. If you would like to 
make a contribution to this fundraiser, please look for details on our website: 
wbconline.org.uk 

Thank you for all your support. 

Rev Phil Robinson and the members of Whetstone Baptist Church 

 

Christmas events at Whetstone Baptist Church: 

The congregation of Whetstone Baptist Church wish everyone many blessings and joy this 
Christmas. We warmly invite you to come along to any of our events to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus in our new building Springwell, at Dog & Gun Lane LE8 6LJ. 

Carols by Candlelight event Saturday 18 December at 5pm 

Nativity & all-age worship Sunday 19 December at 10am 

Christmas Eve service with Communion at 11.15pm 

Christmas Day all-age worship at 10am 

 



 

The New Whetstone Baptist Church Building 

Blaby Acoustic Club 
 

Meets every Wednesday Night at the Bulls Head Pub, starts 7:30 p.m.  
to 8:00 p.m. We meet in the Skittle Alley at the rear of the car park. 
 
Open to all abilities with a no pressure and  friendly atmosphere. 
There is a Facebook page, under Blaby Acoustic Club. 
  
People come along with Accordions, Violins, Guitars, Mandolins,        
Banjos, Ukuleles, and more. It really is for people that like to play 
among fellow beings of the same like, with banter, jokes, and a drink 
from the pub if you want to.  
 
Jane the Landlady doesn’t charge us for the room, so there is no club 
charge. 
 

Come along and join in. 



 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 





 

SCOUTS WALKING WITH SANTA  

 

 

 
Scouts walking with Santa dates and route 

 
Monday 13th December - Foulds Lane, Vicarage Estate, 

Woodyard, East Avenue & Spinney Halt  
Tuesday 14th December - Avon Drive, Anna’s Way, Att-

field Drive & College Road  
Wednesday 15th December - Burnham Drive & Laundon 

Way  
Monday 20th December - Springwell Lane & Badgerbrook  
Tuesday 21st December  - Coales Avenue, Wright Close 

& Hopper way  
 
All routes should start at 6pm and finish by 8pm, subject to 
weather. All proceeds go to 1st Whetstone Scout Group. 
 

More details on our Facebook page Santa Whetstone 



 

    

                  

 

JUST A MINUTE  

 

• Whetstone Parish Council OBJECTED to the application for the element of demolition 
of the existing Baptist Church on King Street. 

  

• Whetstone Parish Council agreed to offer £1 to Blaby District Council for the land off 
High Street ( Trinity Road Park for sale element) which is the correct value for an area 
of Public Open Space. This matched the valuation for the rest of Trinity Road Park at 
£1. This offer of £1 included taking over the land at College Road. That the offer be 
made to BDC and that the reasons for the offer be clearly stated as the land is POS, 
and not underutilised as suggested by BDC. 

 

• The fact that WPC had maintained it and used S106 monies to install equipment and 
resurfaced footpaths across the park was testament to the commitment WPC had to the 
land known as Trinity Road Park in its entirety and under its day to day management. 

 

• The Clerk had  received 3 resignations  from Mr. D. Smith, Mr. R.P. Hart and Mrs. S. 
Barton. The Chairman had emailed them thanking them for their time spent on Council. 
The Clerk explained the process followed before co-option can take place. 

 

• Council discussed a Neighbourhood Plan. He was aware that Cosby were currently in 
the Neighbourhood plan timetable. He made Members aware that plans have to align 
with the existing local plan. This may have implications as BDC were currently replacing 
their Local Plan with a new one. The Clerk suggested that he could ask a consultant to 
attend a Parish Council meeting to give Members an informed view and opinion.   
Council had looked at this previously and had decided not to generate one at that time.   

 

• The Deputy Clerk/Financial Administrator was leaving us. The Chairman and Clerk 
wished to place on record their thanks for her dedicated service over her time with 
Council. She had given diligent service throughout her time with service and she would 
be missed. She was wished well in her new role as Town Clerk at Uppingham.   

 

• The Clerk had included the external audit notice of conclusion of audit 2021. There are 
no opinions or matters raised. The Clerk wished to put on record his thanks to the   
Deputy Clerk for her work on the finances for a very challenging financial year just   
ended.  

 

YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday 

of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish Council Offices,     

Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting 

is posted on the Parish Notice Boards and the Council 

Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, 

whether you have a specific interest in an item on the 

agenda, or if you just wish to see the Council in  operation. 

Below are several extracts of general items of interest from 

meetings minutes. 



 
EDWARD WRIGHT ROOM  

        AT 

WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL  

        IS 

HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU BACK !     

RING 0116 2751987  

Ideal for all types of Meetings, Conferences, Training 

courses,  Fitness classes,  Parties. etc 

             Important announcement ..Take a look 


