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 Welcome to the Spring Edition of the Duckpaddle.  

As we move towards the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations, the Parish Council is pleased to be 
working with the Whetstone Drama group, who are organising a celebration on Trinity Park on Saturday 
4th June. It will run from 2 to 9 pm and will feature a picnic in the park concert, featuring many local 
groups. It will have stalls and lots to do for villagers of all ages. We have included the initial advert on the 
back page of this edition of your Duckpaddle. Please put the date in your diary or on the calendar. 

We hope you are all enjoying last year’s additions to the Trinity Road Park and Oliver Park. We are really 
pleased with all of the positive comments and feedback that you have given us. We are still enhancing 
Trinity Park with the addition of lighting on the paths across the park, as well as new fencing to smarten 
up the Attfield Drive and Trinity Road borders. 

In January, our new Finance and Administrative Officer Shannon Woods joined us, and three months  
later, she has settled very nicely into the role and is 
enjoying meeting you all. She now works alongside 
myself, Lee Breckon as Clerk, the ground staff team 
of Graham Hamilton and James Thorsby, assisted 
by Roger Gryzb over the summer months, Sue Croft 
our Premises Officer and litter picker, and Alan 
Gamble, our Premises Cleaner. 

We currently have 11 Parish Councillors out of pos-
sible 15. If you have an interest in becoming a Par-
ish Councillor, feel free to come and talk to myself 
as Clerk, or one of our current Councillors about the 
role, to see if it would suit you. See more details on 
the website.   

This edition has lots of information from many of our 
local community groups, as well as our schools. 
Hopefully something of interest for everyone.  

After the Covid 19 pandemic, and all that it brought, we are all slowly getting back to something like nor-
mal. The Parish Council rooms are available for hire, but for the moment, the office remains closed for 
public access, so as to ensure the staff are able to control entry to the building and offices. You can still 
attend the offices during opening hours, by ringing ahead so we can make an appointment, or simply 
knock on the door. You can of course email us.   

We are still reporting on a regular basis, items such as dog fouling, litter, inconsiderate parking etc.   

Litter is an avoidable problem, and even with our own staff maintaining our open spaces and parks, we 
still know that this is not enough. Luckily, we have half a dozen parishioners who are passionate about 
litter and its removal and have become volunteer litter pickers in their own part of Whetstone. We supply 
free bags, and a litter picker and hoop and away they go. Feel free to ask about joining up. Once again, 
Whetstone has enjoyed the help of the South Leicestershire Litter Wombles who collected litter across 
the village again. We say thank you on behalf of the Parish Council and the village. 

Hope you all enjoy this edition of the Duckpaddle.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Whetstone Parish Council – Working for You 

 

There are 15 seats on Whetstone Parish Council and elections take place every four years, 

the next elections are due to take place in 2023. Parish Councillors come from all walks of life 

and are all ages. Some Councillors may be a member of a political party but the Parish 

Council is not run on a political basis. 

Councillors may also serve on outside bodies such as the District and County Councils.    

Parish Councillors receive no payment or expenses ,It is a voluntary position that they under-

take for the good of their community. As a Councillor you can serve on the Planning Commit-

tee or one of our working parties: Finance Resources & Policy, Community Premises and 

Public Open Spaces or Staff & Highways. It is at these meetings that much of the Parish 

work is discussed prior to going to Full Council. 

There is a Parish Council meeting every month which is usually held on the fourth Thursday 

at the Council Offices in Cemetery Road. The meeting starts at 7.30pm and you are most 

welcome to come along and see the Council in action. There is a section of the meeting 

called Public Participation during which you can discuss a specific item on the agenda, or you 

may wish to alert or discuss with the Council a matter relating to Whetstone you think is of 

importance. 

The administration of the Council is carried out by the Clerk and Finance & Administration 

Officer within the Parish office. The Parish is maintained by two full time grounds staff, a part 

time litter picker, a premises officer and a cleaner. 

The Parish Council are responsible for our open spaces at Shellduck Close, Browns Way, 

Broadbent Close, Bodicoat Close, Biggs Close, Cannam Close, Coales Avenue/Charles 

Way, Hubbard Close, Harrison Close, Halford/Muntjack Close, Peacock Way, Sanderson/

Whittle Close and Worsley Way. The Village Green, High Street Amenity Area, Shrubs and 

Trees (on the left) Wychwood Road, Burnham Drive/Grove Road Junction, Brook Street, 

Back Lane Meadows including the Community Orchard and High Street Car Park. Also, our 

parks: Warwick Road, Trinity Road, Oliver Park and our cemetery. 

Any other areas or services not mentioned are the responsibility of other authorities e.g. road 

issues, street cleaning, planning decisions are the responsibility of Blaby District Council or 

County Hall. We have included on the following page a graphic with permission from Blaby 

District Council showing who you should contact for these various issues. The Parish Council 

works with all the authorities. 

Once a year the Council meet to discuss the funds needed to ensure all areas of                
responsibility are maintained, this includes maintenance, staff wages, and the financing of 
any new projects. The total figure in called the Precept. The Precept comes from Whetstone 
tax payers and can be seen itemised on your Council tax bill. The rest of your council tax bill 
is made up of funds needed for Leicestershire Police Authority, Combined Fire Authority, 
Leicestershire County Council and Blaby District Council. 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
                            

 

 

 

 



Badgerbrook Primary School 

Spring is most definitely in the air here at Badgerbrook Primary School. Pupils and staff are embracing 

the warmer weather at break and lunchtimes, surrounding trees are in blossom and even a couple of 

daisies have been spotted growing on the playing field. 

Our pupils have been busy as school life tentatively returns back to normal after covid restrictions are 

lifted.  Swimming lessons for our pupils at the local leisure centre began again. 

We had our first school trip in a long while. Our Year 6’s visited Warning Zone in Leicester where a 

large group of volunteers helped pupils develop their life skills and learn how to stay safe online 

through interactive activities.   

Both classes enjoyed a half-day session playing fairground games, which taught them about online 
dangers such as phishing, cyber bullying, protecting personal information, sharing images and more. 

Pupils learned key internet terms, including what their digital footprint is and how their online choices 

might affect them in the future, they also looked at eight other scenarios: fire risk at home; electricity 

and building sites; alcohol and anti-social behaviour; personal safety; risk around water; arson and 
criminal damage; road safety and risk around railways. Children were able to learn about risks through 

practical, hands-on activities. Our children agreed that the whole day was thought-provoking and has 

prepared them for having greater freedom and independence as they transition to secondary school. 

We have many more seasonal trips currently being planned for the end of term including one to the 
seaside. 

We have also been able to welcome visitors back to Badgerbrook for the first time in a long while. 

Year 5 have had a visit from a group of people bringing the Mayans to life. Our Foundation pupils have 

enjoyed their topic on ‘people who help us’ and have received visits from kind parents including a fire-

man, an ambulance driver, a policeman and 2 nurses, we are very grateful to those parents for giving 

up their valuable time. 

Our enthusiastic pupils are delighted to see the return of sporting events. Our girl’s footballers quali-

fied for the Blaby Cup semi- finals and our boys have been playing other local schools in the Blaby 

League. We’ve had teams competing in Dodgeball competitions and a group of our pupils also did 

very well in a recent gymnastics competition. 

It was the 25th Anniversary of World Book Day this year and both pupils and staff celebrated in style 

with an abundance of costumes and activities such as; a pre loved book bring and buy sale, a cup-

cake/biscuit decorating competition, a whole school story writing challenge and a graffiti wall celebrat-

ing children’s favourite book characters. The day was immensely enjoyed by all.  

Badgerbrook PTFA (Parent, Teacher & Friends Association - PTFA@badgerbrook.leics.sch.uk)  
 Badgerbrook PTFA was set up in November last year. Our aim is to enhance the school community 
by bringing together parents/carers, school staff, pupils and friends of the school; running events; 
funding resources and educational opportunities and having fun along the way! 
  
As a brand new Committee, with no prior experience of running a PTFA, we have been on a rather 
steep learning curve, but have had so much fun running our events. Our favourite event so far has to 
be ‘Challenge 2022’ where we challenged everyone to raise £20.22 over February half term. The chil-
dren certainly rose to the challenge and were very creative with the activities they were sponsored for 
- doing chores, reading, baking, walking, skiing, riding their bike without stabilizers, litter picking, being 
quiet for half an hour are just a few examples! Each class teacher is being given 50% of the funds 
raised to spend on classroom equipment whilst the remaining funds will go towards other resources/
future activities.   
The school has asked us to support them to refresh their classroom and library books, so we are really 
excited to be working with Mandy Windram, our Usborne Partner, who is running a community book 
pledge for us. You may have seen some of her social media posts - if Mandy can raise £1,000 in do-
nations, Usborne will donate an additional £600 of free books to the school. How amazing would that 
be! All donations, however big or small are very gratefully received and will make a massive impact on 
the quality/number of the books available to our children. If you or your business/place of work are 
able to help, Mandy would love to hear from you (mandy.windram@gmail.com).  
 

mailto:PTFA@badgerbrook.leics.sch.uk
mailto:mandy.windram@gmail.com


 

Whetstone Parish Council Precept Information 2022/23 

 

This leaflet provides you with a summary of the estimated income and expenditure for Whetstone 

Parish Council in the forthcoming year and compares this with the budget figures for the previous 

year. 

The work done last year including the new exercise equipment on Oliver and Trinity Parks, as well as 

play equipment upgrades and also all-weather pathways, added to two park play areas has been well 

used and great additions to our open spaces. We will be submitting further grant applications this year 

to further enhance these well used and well-loved parks. Last year we updated you on a number of 

projects that were either planned or underway and we can update you with these and other develop-

ments: 

The High Street Car Park – The High Street car park has had LED lighting added for better security 

and prevention of ASB and littering. The Council Offices – The facility has now had LED lighting in-

stalled. We are now welcoming back all of our users and look forward to seeing new users of the facil-

ities. Back Lane Meadows - The land off Back Lane on Station Street continues to mature. We get 

unwanted and unnecessary ASB which is a shame. We are grateful to Parishioners who regularly re-

port issues into the office. We will continue with new tree planting, as well as continuing the whole site 

as a place to walk, enjoy and “escape” village life. 

The precept set for 2022/23 by your Parish Council shows a nil increase (once the new homes now in 

the village are taken into account), on last year’s base precept of the Whetstone Parish Council por-

tion of your council tax. This will allow us to continue improving the facilities for the growing village of 

Whetstone. We hope you find this to be good value. 

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 
The precept requirement of Whetstone Parish Council for the year 2022/23 is £251,864 
which is based on estimates of income and expenditure as follows:- 
 
         2021/22         2022/23 
EXPENDITURE            £        £ 
Employment Costs      161,288    151,148 
Council depot & Cemetery         23,907      24,840 
Finance & Administration        11,085       9,935 
Equipment         10,200         10,310 
Community & Environmental       17,072         15,050 
Special Projects        35,700         48,500 
Earmarked & General Reserves       0                  0 
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE   259,252        259,783 
 
LESS INCOME 
Raised by Council via cemetery fees, agency 
agreements, hire of premises and pitches and 
General Reserves          10,570          11,470 
 
PRECEPT REQUESTED      248,682        251,864 
 
The Council welcomes any comments from Parishioners and our website details are shown 
below:  
WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL  
Council Offices, Cemetery Road, Whetstone, Leicester, LE8 6LL  
Tel: (0116) 2751987  
www.whetstonepc.org.uk 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 



Whetstone Allotment Association (WAA) – About to enjoy its 14
th
 growing season 

 

Whetstone residents old and new might like to be reminded or informed that your village has its own 
community, volunteer run, very largely self-financing allotment association and kindly supported by your 
own Parish Council (WPC). 

 

Potted History. 

• 2004 a group of like minded residents got together and exercised their legal right to request land 
to set up an allotment site within the village but where? 

• 2007 the derelict ‘Ragwort (horse) Field’ off the Dicken/Warwick Road is selected as a possible 
site but who owns the land? It turns out it is unregistered land so title falls to Blaby District Council 
(BDC). Over the next 2 years a back-to-back lease is signed and sealed between 
BDC>WPC>WAA for a peppercorn rent of £1.00 per annum. 

• 2009 after WPC have the Ragwort Field ploughed the first growing season commences in April. 

• In subsequent years BDC have ceded the title of the land to WPC for green space for the quiet 
enjoyment of Whetstone residents. 

• From an initial 25 plot holders, with natural sub-division of larger plots, there are now 36 
‘allotmenteers’ on site. 

Waiting List. 

There is currently a short waiting list but note preference will always go to Whetstone residents as per 
the WAA Constitution. You may apply to join the WAA waiting list by emailing Secretary, Mark Jackson, 
at eileenandmarkjackson@gmail.com or posting a note through the door of 8, Biggs Close, Whetstone, 
LE8 6WG stating your full contact details, (name, address, ‘phone & email). 

mailto:eileenandmarkjackson@gmail.com


 

 



 

    

                  

 News of St Peter’s Parish Centre Renovation  

It is two years or more since we started to upgrade the Parish Centre – the old Whetstone 

School which is just behind the war memorial on the High Street. In that time we have sorted 

out the problems on the roof, repaired guttering and repointed a wall which was allowing 

damp to get in. More recently over the Christmas holiday we managed to get the two main 

rooms repainted by F & CD Wells. They are now clean and bright, with the décor highlighting 

some of the old features of the historic building. This is another significant step in refurbishing 

the centre - a vital place for our community as well as the Church. The building is now wind 

and watertight following earlier phases, and is a great place for all the activities - from play-

group, to youth work (The Church Lads and Church Girls Brigade including a very good 

band), to senior citizens lunches, which have now restarted on Wednesdays (good value at 

three courses for £5)! It is now smart enough for parties and get togethers, so if you are look-

ing for a venue please contact Norma Lawrence 0116 2770311 for further information. Book-

ings will help to sustain the finances of the Centre for the future.  

We still want to do more with the building to make it even better. If you have ideas for future 

development of the Centre, or can help with fund raising please contact Anthony Herbert 

( 07436 580487).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOGA 

Every Tuesday evening from 7-8.30 in the Edward Wright Room 

at Whetstone Parish Council, Cemetery Road Whetstone, there 

is a hatha yoga class. Hatha yoga is a wide term for a class 

which encompasses physical exercises in the form of postures, 

sequences and balances, and a way of reconnecting your mind 

and body through relaxation and breathing techniques. A     

comment I hear often from people is “I’d love to try a yoga class, 

but I’m not flexible enough!”. If you’d like to improve your       

flexibility, yoga is definitely something you should start doing! 

In hatha yoga, there’s no such thing as a beginner – the        

postures and movements all start from the same baseline, and 

develop according to your own physicality, only measuring 

against yourself and not the person on the neighbouring mat! 

If you’d like more information, please contact Nic Appleton 
on 078822 84564 or www.nic-appleton-dance-fitness.co.uk 

http://www.nic-appleton-dance-fitness.co.uk


                                         KEEPING WHETSTONE CLEAN 

Cleaning Litter from the streets and emptying dog and litter bins is the responsi-
bility of Blaby District Council. However, Whetstone Parish Council also employs 
a part time litter picker to try to keep litter to a minimum, we also keep our public 

open spaces and Cemetery clean. 

We have some great community minded people who we have provided with litter 
pickers, bags and hoops. If you would like to help us around your locality, please 

contact the office on 0116 2751987 

    

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS 

  Community Coffee Mornings are held every Thursday between          

10am – 12noon at Whetstone United Reformed Church and all are most      

welcome. 

Serving Tea, Coffee, Hot chocolate, biscuits and cakes. Bacon and sausage 

rolls are also available on some days ! 

   DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED 

Whetstone United Reformed Church, High Street Whetstone 

Please telephone for further information: 0116 286 6976 



AN ODE TO WHETSTONE 
By  J.C. Shenton ( 9.11.1919 ) 

There runs a little streamlet, 
Tis beautiful to be seen. 

It’s full of grass and horsemint, 
T’would grace the park of many a queen. 

About the month of October 
A heavy shower came on. 

It filled the brook with water, 
But the ducks went paddling on. 

About a day or two after, 
The waters rose thick and fast, 
It stopped the trade and traffic, 

But the ducks still travelled past. 
It winds in and out through “Bottom End” 

Up the “Dicken” around many a bend. 
On to March Brook with bathing grand, 

Onward it goes to Birstall Sands. 
 

FROM WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL  
ARCHIVES 



 

JUST A MINUTE 

 

• Whetstone Parish Council have now received the Defibrillator and this has been       
delivered to the Baptist Church. 

 

• The Clerk received a request to site an American style Diner on the High Street Car         
Park. This was not possible due to constraints on the purchase placed on the Parish 
Council using the Car Park in its current use only. 

 

 

• A precept of £251,864 and Budget of £259,783 for 2022/2023 has been approved and 
adopted. 

 

• Our new Finance and Administration Officer joined the Parish Council in January and 
is enjoying this varied role. 

 

 

• Council resolved that Tree Protection Orders for the Churchyard and the land at Col-
lege Road be sought to protect against planned future unwanted development. 

 

 

• The traffic speed sign / volume detector sited on the Enderby Road owned by Whet-
stone Parish Council outside the former Westleigh Offices indicate an increase in traf-
fic volumes against those on the report included in the application. The additional 
housing in Blaby, Countesthorpe, Cosby, Whetstone and Glen Parva since 2014 have 
increased traffic flows significantly.  

 

 

• In December the Duckpaddle News was delivered by Staff and Members and thanks 
were given to those who were able to deliver to their areas 

YOUR Parish Council usually meets every fourth Thursday 

of the month, 7.30pm at the Parish Council Offices,     

Cemetery  Road, Whetstone. The agenda for the meeting 

is posted on the Parish Notice Boards and the Council 

Website. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend, 

whether you have a specific interest in an item on the 

agenda, or if you just wish to see the Council in  operation. 

Below are several extracts of general items of interest from 

meetings minutes. 




